
This is the annual report of Sutton for Peace 
and Justice (S4P&J) for 2010, which summarises 
our activity for the year and also reports on 
relevant organistional matters. 

May:  on the eve of the General Election, the May 
meeting received feedback from the General 
Election Question Time event followed by an open 
discussion of topical issues and topics to return to 
at future meetings.

June: Nuclear Proliferation followed by  discussion 
on the current situation in Sri Lanka.

July:  ‘Just Trade’; the ethics of trade and aid and 
what could be done to achieve ‘just trade’.

September: international intervention – when, if 
ever, and under what circumstances can military 
intervention in another country be justified?

October: the practical actions we can take as a 
group and as individuals to follow up the issues we 
discuss and promote peace and justice. 

November: what the coalition government has 
meant for peace and justice,  and specifically the 
issues that have been major themes for S4P&J.

December: Annual General Meeting – this 
meeting was deferred to the second wednesday 
in December due to the bad weather. The meeting 
reviewed the activities of the group during 2010,  
appointed the Steering Committee,  and discussed 
possible activities for the coming year. 

Other issues discussed
Other issues we have discussed include:  Palestine 
and Israel, the blockade of Gaza, Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Iran, climate change and its impact on peace and 
justice,  freedom of speech,  tackling racism and 
xenophobia, personal privacy and the surveillance 
state,  the detention of asylum seekers, and control 
orders and stop and search.

Steering Committee for 2010
At the AGM held on 2 December 2009, Mike Cooper 
was elected as chair for 2010, and Tessa Cornell, 
Steve Morton, David Murray, Mike McLoughlin, 
Nancy Bonney and Ali Bidgoli were appointed to 
the steering committee.

Monthly members’ meetings
Members’ meetings have been well attended this 
year, with varied, lively and informative debate.

Monthly members’ meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday of each month (except August) at 7.30 
pm at Friends Meeting House, Cedar Road, Sutton, 
open to all members of S4P&J.  

The major part of each meeting is normally a 
discussion of a pre-selected topic, sometimes with 
an external speaker, but normally led by members. 
This is followed by a discussion of current issues 
of interest and activities and events that members 
have been involved in. The meetings also plan 
future meetings and activities, and receive reports 
on other organisational matters. 

Main discussion topics
The January meeting was cancelled due to 
exceptionally bad weather conditions.

February: Barack Obama’s first year in office.  

March: a review of the Brown Government and 
what difference it made to peace ad justice in the 
UK and around the world.

April: the meeting was devoted to planning the 
General Election Question Time.
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For more information on our meetings and 
activities, see Sutton Peace and Justice News and 
minutes of individual meetings; contact 
sutton4peace@yahoo.co.uk or see our website at 
http//:suttonforpeaceandjustice.wordpress.com.

Public meetings
In 2010 Sutton for Peace and Justice (S4P&J) 
organised three very successful public meetings.

General Election Question Time
On 16 April, in the run-up to the general election, 
we held a very successful Question Time event,  
similar to the event we held at the previous 
general election. The four main parties were 
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represented by: Tom Brake – Liberal Democrats;  
Peter Hickson – Green Party;  Shafi Khan – Labour 
Party; and Philippa Stroud – Conservative Party.  
They answered a range of questions on the themes 
of peace and justice submitted by members of the 
audience, along with supplementaries, following 
the format of the BBC Question Time programme.

Meet the authors & book launch 
On 5 October S4P&J and Our Lives Press staged 
a meet the authors and book launch event.  The 
meeting was addressed by Babush Tesfay, to 
launch his book Finding the Unexpected – he 
described his life, taking him from Ethiopia via 
Eritrea and Sudan to Britain. Individual authors 
then talked to smaller groups – Babush, Shabibi 
Shah and Rashida Abedi, and Nadeya Zaman 
daughter of author Faiza Zaman who has sadly 
passed away. The authors signed copies of their 
books and many copies of those and other Our 
Lives books were sold.

Eye witness in Palestine
On November 12 Sutton resident Doris Richards, 
gave an eye witness account of what life is like in 
occupied Palestine. Doris spent 4 1/2 months living 
in East Jerusalem as one of a team of international 
volunteers, known as Ecumenical Accompaniers, 
earlier this year.  Doris gave an outline of the 
Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme (EAPPI). 
Then using slides and stories to illustrate her 
experiences, she gave a vivid and often harrowing 
account of the impact of the occupation and how 
the rights of Palestinians are denied.

Other events and activities
S4P&J members have continued to take part in 
a range of meetings and activities, campaigns 
and demonstrations on the themes of peace and 
justice. We promote peace and justice through 
our links with and individual involvement in many 
other local campaigns, groups and organisations.

This included members attending the November 
national demonstration, Afghanistan: Time to go, 
and a range of other meetings, conferences, demos 
and events on the themes of peace and justice.

We have given our support to the Free Shaker 
Aamer Campaign and have joined the SW London 
Bin Veolia Campaign.

Environmental Fair
Sutton for Peace and Justice had a joint ‘stall’ 
and ‘cafe’ with Child Aid Lanka (CAL) at the 
Environmental Fair in  Carshalton on August Bank 
Holiday Monday.  We had a large gazebo with 
a seating area and information table , and CAL 
served Sri Lankan food and drinks. We spoke with 
many people, promoted S4P&J and  ‘spread the 
word’ about peace and justice.

Palestine Lobby
S4P&J arranged for a small group of members 
to lobby both Tom Brake and Paul Burstow here 
in their constituencies to raise issues about the 
ongoing occupation of Palestine as part of the 
Palestine Solidarity Campaign annual lobby of 
Parliament in November.

Promotion and publications
We have produced 3 newsletters this year, which 
were widely circulated by email to friends and 
supporters as well as members, with some printed 
copies available at the Environmental Fair and at 
our public meetings. We also produced an updated 
A5 promotional flyer for use at the Environmental 
Fair and produced a number of other leaflets and 
posters to promote our activities.

This year we started a website / blog to promote 
the group and our activities, at 
http//:suttonforpeaceandjustice.wordpress.com
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Members and supporters
At the end of 2009 we had 21 paid up members, 
and at the end of 2010 we have 28. In addition we  
have 50 signed up newsletter ‘subscribers’ and a 
couple of hundred ‘friends and supporters’ on our 
wider email list, including a number of peace and 
campaigning groups in Sutton and neighbouring 
areas. Membership costs £10 per calendar year (£5 
unwaged), and email subscription is free.

Finances
We started 2010 with £66.38 in the bank. In 2010 
income from subs was £260.00 and we received 
donations of £243.57, giving a total income  
£503.57. Outgoings were: £191.20 for hall hire 
for members meetings and public meetings, and 
£66.36 for the stall at the green fair, publications 
and posters; we made a donation of £50 to EAPPI; a 
total £307.56. So we end 2010 with £262.39.


