
Forthcoming S4P&J 
meetings and events
Wednesday 3rd November: S4P&J members’ 
meeting *  The main discussion topic will be: what 
the coalition government has meant for peace 
and justice around the world,  specifically the 
issues that have been major themes for S4P&J over 
recent years.

Friday 12th November: First hand witness 
in Palestine – an eye-witness account of life in 
occupied Palestine, public meeting with Doris 
Richards, recently returned from 6 months in 
Palestine as an Ecumenical Accompanier. See page 
3 for more information.

Wednesday 1st December: S4P&J members’ 
meeting * AGM. This will be part social evening, 
with food and drink to accompany a general 
review of the year, plus formalities such as electing 
our steering group.

All starting at 7.30 at Friends House, Cedar Road, 
Sutton SM2 5DA.

* If you are interested in attending a members’ 
meeting or becoming a member of S4P&J, email  
sutton4peace@yahoo.co.uk or text to 07740 594496
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Dates for your diary
Tuesday 9th November: Richmond Stop the 
War Coalition. Public meeting with Tony Benn, 
Walter Wolfgang and Lindsey German on the war 
in Afghanistan, 7.30 pm at The Studio Theatre 
Parkshott, Richmond, TW9 2RE. Email Erichmond_
stwc@live.co.uk

Sunday 14th November:  Movement Against 
War annual lecture. ‘War and Law: Iraq’s legacy, 
Chilcot’s challenges’ by Professor Philippe Sands 
QC. 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm, Imperial War Museum 
- Cinema. www.abolishwar.org.uk 

Saturday 20th November Afghanistan: Time to 
go, national demonstration. Assemble 12 noon 
Hyde Park, march to Trafalgar Square, speakers 
include Tony Benn, Eric Joyce MP and Lowkey. See 
http://stopwar.org.uk.

Wednesday 24th November: PSC Annual Lobby 
of Parliament. Lobby of MPs at the House of 
Commons between 2–6pm. See 
www.palestinecampaign.org/lobby-2010

Saturday 11th December: A day for Shaker 
Aamer Demonstration - public meeting - film 
screening. See page 6 for more information.

Please take a look at our blog at  http://suttonforpeaceandjustice.wordpress.com. 
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Promoting peace and justice

Campaigning websites
Avaaz.org
Avaaz.org is a global online advocacy community. 
Avaaz was launched in January 2007 with a simple 
mission: to organise citizens everywhere to help 
close the gap between the world we have and 
the world most people want. Avaaz has grown to 
5.5 million members from every country on earth; 
becoming the largest global web movement in 
history. Avaaz empowers its members to take 

action on pressing issues of international concern, 
from global poverty to the crises in the Middle East 
to climate change. Its model of internet organising 
allows thousands of individual efforts, however 
small, to be rapidly combined into a powerful 
collective force.

ONE.org
ONE is a campaign and advocacy organisation 
with more than 2 million members committed to 
the fight against extreme poverty and preventable 
disease, particularly in Africa, and believes the fight 
against poverty is not about charity, but about 
justice and equality. Cofounded by Bono and 
other campaigners, ONE is nonpartisan and works 
closely with policy experts, African leaders, and 
anti-poverty activists to mobilise public opinion 
in support of tested and proven programs to fight 
poverty. ONE aims to achieve change through 
advocacy; to hold world leaders to account for 
the commitments they’ve made to fight extreme 
poverty, and press for better development policies, 
more effective aid and trade reform; and to 
support greater democracy, accountability and 
transparency in how these resources are being 
deployed. 

38degrees.org.uk
In nature, avalanches begin when they reach the 
tipping point angle of 38 degrees. In the UK, 38 
Degrees aims to enable people to act together, 
to create an avalanche for change – to defend 
fairness, protect constitutional rights, promote 
peace, preserve the planet and deepen democracy. 
It provides simple and effective tools to enable 
its members to take simple, powerful actions to 
influence the organisations and institutions who 
make the decisions that affect us all, by weighing 
in at critical moments when our values are at 
stake and we can make a difference. Sometimes 
online, like signing a petition or emailing an MP or 
corporate leader; sometimes offline, like calling an 
MP or visiting a surgery. 38 Degrees is inspired by 
the impact of groups like MoveOn in the United 
States, GetUp in Australia and Avaaz around the 
world, and is independent from any political party.
 

At Sutton for Peace and Justice’s October members’ 
meeting we discussed the practical steps we can 
take as a group and as individuals to promote 
peace and justice and link with others with similar 
aims to ourselves.

First, it was agreed that we need to inform 
ourselves so we can ‘spread the word’ and inform 
others.  To help with this, a wealth of information is 
now available via the internet – we often identify 
websites associated with specific issues at our 
meetings and in the newsletter, and will continue 
to do this, and we will place links on our website at  
http://suttonforpeaceandjustice.wordpress.com.

We also want to encourage specific actions, such 
as facilitating individuals to write letters and send 
emails, eg by providing information  and example 
letters, arranging lobbies of MPs and councillors, 
attending meetings and demonstrations, and 
organising our own events and activities. We will try 
to identify and suggest appropriate and achievable 
actions when we discuss issues at meetings, in the 
newsletter and on the website.

If you have suggestions for such actions, if you 
can help to facilitate such action by providing 
information and practical tips for others, or if you 
have taken action on an issue we have highlighted, 
let us know, so we can share it with others in the 
newsletter - mikecooper@mccweb.demon.co.uk.

A number of campaigning websites promote 
simple actions and provide tools to enable 
individuals to take such actions, and to achieve 
an impact by acting together.  Mike McLoughlin 
describes three in particular that readers may want 
to use:



sutton peace and Justice news  issue 19  -  page �

First hand witness in Palestine
an eye-witness account of life in occupied Palestine
7.30pm Friday 12 November 2010, Friends House, Cedar Road, Sutton SM2 5DA

Come and hear a first-hand account of what life 
is like in occupied Palestine, by Sutton resident 
Doris Richards, who recently returned from 6 
months living in East Jerusalem as one of a team 
of international volunteers, known as Ecumenical 
Accompaniers (EAs). 

Doris will give an outline of the Ecumenical 
Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel 
(EAPPI). Using slides and stories to illustrate her 
personal experiences, she will show how the rights 
to freedom of movement, livelihood, healthcare, 
family life and education are being abused in 
neighbourhoods of Jerusalem and the occupied 
Palestinian Territories on the West Bank. She will 
describe the impact of settlements and show 
examples of occupied houses she saw in the Old 
City and in the West Bank.  And she will outline how 
Palestinians suffer from discrimination.  

Doris will relate some of the activites of Israeli 
peace activists that she met and supported, and 
she will be abel to give examples of what we, in 
Britain, can do.
 

The Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme 
in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI) is an international 
initiative of the World Council of Churches, 
managed by Quaker Peace and Social Witness.  EAs 
offer support and protection to Palestinian and 
Israeli residents and activists through nonviolent 
presence and monitor the situation in Israel and 
the occupied territories.

Places will be limited, please reserve your seat by 
email to sutton4peace@yahoo.co.uk or telephone/
text to 07740 594496.

Lobby MPs for Palestine
Palestine Solidarity Campaign (PSC) is staging its 
Annual Lobby of Parliament on 24 November. 

By lobbying our MP we help demonstrate 
support for the Palestinian people and improve 
the willingness of MPs to sign Early Day Motions 
(EDMs); table parliamentary questions; write to 
ministers or join bodies like the Britain-Palestine 
All-Party Parliamentary Group.

This year PSC want you to ask your MP to:
- Call for an immediate end to the siege on Gaza
- Oppose Government proposals to change 

Universal Jurisdiction: these proposals add 
a political dimension to a legal decision and 
introduce a source of delay when urgent action 
may be required to stop a suspected war 
criminals escape justice.

- Support the suspension of the EU-Israel 
Association Agreement until Israel ends its illegal 
occupation

To take part you should:
1 Contact your MP now asking for a meeting at the 

House of Commons.
2 Make sure you have booked the day off on 

Wednesday 24th November
3 Once you’ve let your MP know that you are going 

to lobby them, email:  info@palestinecampaign.
org to let PSC know.

Palestine Solidarity Campaign (PSC), Jews for 
Justice for Palestinians (JfJfP) and the Council for 
Arab-British Understanding (CAABU) will be at the 
Commons on 24th November to provide you with 
help and support for your meeting with your MP. 

If it is difficult for you to get to Parliament on the 
24th you can arrange to meet your MP locally at 
another time that suits you both.

OSC has produced a guide to lobbying and a facts 
sheet.  See www.palestinecampaign.org
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On 7 November Burma will stage its first election in 
20 years.

The 1990 elections were won comprehensively by 
the National League for Democracy (NLD) led by 
Aung San Suu Kyi, but they were prevented from 
taking power by the ruling military junta.

Nobel Peace Prize winner Suu Kyi has spent much 
of the last 20 years in detention. She is due to 
be released from house arrest just days after the 
election, and has been banned from standing. Her 
NLD party has been dissolved by the junta for its 
decision to boycott the polls.

The junta has imposed strict restrictions on 
opposition parties and their campaigning; only 
the junta’s own Union Solidarity and Development 
Party has the organisation and money to contest 
all 498 seats. The election will also enact a new 
constitution that guarantees the military 25% of 
parliamentary seats and control of key ministries. 
Activists and Western governments say the election 
is aimed at simply entrenching the generals’ hold 
on power.

Whilst Suu Kyi has backed a boycott of the 
election, many of her former colleagues in the 
opposition are contesting the election. The National 
Democratic Force (NDF) is standing more than 160 
candidates, saying that the elections will be a first 
step towards democracy’.

This split between those who back a boycott of 
the polls and others who see the vote as the only 
hope for progress, despite general agreement that 
the election will be neither free or fair, extends to 
campaigners across the world who want to see 
change in Burma.

The Junta has prohibited foreign election observers 
and international media from entering the country 
for the election. The UK government has dismissed 
the election as illegitimate.

There are 2,200 political prisoners in Burma, many 
with ridiculously long sentences, and in the run 
up to the election Burma’s paranoid generals have 
tightened their grip on the country.

Standing in solidarity with Burma’s 
political prisoners 

James Mackay, a London-based freelance 
photographer has photographed more than 160 
former Burmese political prisoners around the 
world - some still in Burma. His work inspired a 
campaign by Amnesty UK to draw attention to the 
plight of those still in jail in Burma. 

Over 8,000 people have posted their photograph 
on Flickr, with the palm of their right hand held 
towards the camera bearing the name of a political 
prisoner in Burma – including deputy prime 
minister Nick Clegg, David Milliband and Desmond 
Tutu.

At the end of October the photo petition will 
be presented to a sumit of the Association of 
South East Asian Nations. For information on this 
campaign and on political prisoners in Burma, go  
to www.amnesty.org.uk/hand.

Information about Burma
For more information on Burma, see The 
Democratic Voice of Burma, a non-profit Burmese 
media organisation committed to responsible 
journalism, which provides accurate unbiased news 
for the people of Burma, encourages independent, 
social and political debate and promotes the ideals 
of democracy and human rights – www.dvb.no.

Illegitimate election will not end 
oppression in Burma

Aung San Suu Kyi
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Three authors, who have published their life stories, 
shared their experiences on Friday 5 October at a 
well-attended meeting organised jointly by Sutton 
for Peace and Justice and Our Lives Press.   Our 
Lives Press, which is run entirely by volunteers, 
publishes personal accounts written by refugees 
and migrants to Britain, all now settled in and 
around Croydon and Sutton.
 

regime, they fled across 
the border to Pakistan, 
first her husband and 
then Shabibi, walking 
across the mountains 
with her three children, 
one still a baby.  After 
suffering great hardship 
in Pakistan, they were 
helped by a friend to seek 
refuge in England.   

Rashida Abedi, author of 

Local authors tell inspirational life stories
Report back on Our Lives book launch and meet the authors event
By Mary Simpson of Our Lives Press

The event marked the launch of the eighth Our 
Lives title, Finding the Unexpected by Babush Tesfay.  
Babush told of his happy childhood in Ethiopia, 
which was shattered by the sudden death of his 
sister, his mother and then his father; how he 
travelled to Eritrea where he met Katy, the British 
girl he was to marry, only to be separated from her 
by the bitter civil war between Ethiopia and Eritrea; 
and then escaped across the border to Sudan 
where he lived in desperate poverty until finally he 
was able to join Katy in neighbouring Kenya, where 
they got married.  He described how they then 
came to live in South London.  ‘Sometimes when I 
look back on life’s journey it is hard to believe that 
here I am, happily married with two lovely children, 
a mortgage, a car and a washing machine,’ he said.

The Our Lives books range from 32–68 pages in 
length and cost between £2 and £4.  For further 
information about the series or to order copies 
contact  ourlivespress@yahoo.co.uk.

Babush Tesfay with Marion  Molteno (l) and  
Mary Simpson (r) of Our Lives Press

Groups gather round to talk with the authors

Rashida Abedi signing 
her book

Babush signing his book

Shabibi Shah, author 
of Where do I Belong?, 
described her comfortable 
life in Afghanistan where 
she was a teacher and 
her husband a journalist.  
After he had been 
imprisoned several times 
for his opposition to 
the Russian-dominated 

From Sound to Silence, told how she became deaf 
as a result of meningitis in Pakistan and came to 
England in search of a cure, sadly without success.  
She joined English classes and despite being totally 
deaf, she learnt to speak and write fluent English.  
Threatened with deportation, she was granted 
leave to remain on compassionate grounds 
because of the limited facilities for the deaf in 
Pakistan.  

Nadeya Zaman spoke about the book Standing on 
my Own Two Feet by her mother, Faizia Zaman, who 
has sadly passed away, describing how she came 
to England from Bangladesh and after the death 
of her husband was left to bring up her five young 
children alone.  ‘We (all five children) hope others 
who have come to settle in England will be inspired 
by our mother’s book to write about their lives,’ 
said Nadeya.
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Shaker Aamer is the last Londoner still held at 
Guantanamo. A former resident of Battersea, Shaker 
Aamer has been in Guantanamo over 8 years, and 
was cleared for release in 2007, yet he remains in 
Guantanamo despite numerous calls from human 
rights organisations and apparent efforts by the 
British government.

During his detention in Guantanamo and 
Afghanistan Shaker Aamer has suffered torture 
and brutality, including beatings, choking and long 
periods being held in solitary confinement. He has 
engaged in several hungerstrikes and his mental 
health has suffered seriously as a result of his 
detention and abuse. Mr Aamer has alleged that on 
at least one occasion a British secret service agent 
was present when he was abused by interrogators 
in Afghanistan. 

The Save Shaker Aamer Campaign (SSAC) 
campaign is stepping up its efforts to get Shaker 
Aamer released and returned to Britain. 

SSAC recently wrote to US Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton and US special envoy for the closure of 
Guantanamo, ambassador Daniel Fried, urging 
them to allow Mr Aamer to be returned to Britain. 
SSAC has produced a new ‘Fact Sheet’, a ‘What You 
Can Do Sheet’ and a ten point response to the so-
called ‘US security’ issues; and is staging a day of 
action on 11 December. 

A day for Shaker Aamer
Saturday 11th December 2010
Demonstration - public meeting - film screening
 
12 noon: Demonstration
Assemble at Nine Elms, Battersea (Ponton Road, 
London SW8), site of the new US Embassy, to 
demand the immediate return of Battersea resident 
Shaker Aamer.

12.30 pm: March to Battersea Arts Centre

2 pm: Public Meeting for Shaker Aamer 
Grand Hall, Battersea Arts Centre, Lavender Hill, 
London SW11. Speakers include: Moazzam Begg, 
Ken Linvingstone, Jeremy Corbyn MP, Kate Hudson, 
and Lindsey German.

4.30 pm:  Film screening  “Outside the law - stories 
from Guantanamo”
A new film by Spectacle productions / Andy 
Worthington and Polly Nash, followed by Q & A 
with Omar Deghayes and Andy Worthington.
 
Sutton for Peace and Justice is listed as one of their 
many supporting organisations.

For more information, contact Ray Silk of the Save 
Shaker Aamer Campaign, tel: 0207 223 0234,  mob: 
07756 493877,  or email ssac.contact@gmail.com or 
raysilk@btinternet.com.

Campaign to free Shaker Aamer

Iraq war logs
A grim picture of the US and Britain’s legacy in 
Iraq has been revealed in a massive leak of Almost 
400,000 secret US army field reports that detail 
torture, summary executions and war crimes. The 
documents have been passed to the Guardian 
and a number of other international media 
organisations via the whistleblowing website 
WikiLeaks.

The war logs give a detailed description  by 
the US Army of the war and occupation in Iraq 
between 1st January 2004 and 31st December 
2009. They detail 109,032 deaths in Iraq:  66,081 
‘civilians’; 23,984 ‘enemy’ (ie insurgents); 15,196 Iraqi 
government forces and 3,771 ‘friendly’ (coalition) 
forces – that is 31 civilians dying every day during 

the six year period. However, even these figures 
underestimate the civilian deathtoll, as many 
known deaths are not included. 

The reports describe the unvarnished realities 
of the war, which have often been unreported 
previously, and show that crimes have gone 
unpunished and civilian deaths have been 
concealed.  Some of the incidents described involve 
British forces or took place where the UK had legal 
responsibility, so they may lead to legal action in 
the UK.

For detailed coverage of the war logs, go to
www.guardian.co.uk/world/iraq-war-logs or
warlogs.wikileaks.org.


