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think peace, live peace and so bring peace into the world

On 16 April, in the run-up to the 
general election, Sutton for Peace and 
Justice held a very successful Question 
Time event,  similar to the event we 
held at the previous general election.

The four main parties were 
represented by: Tom Brake – Liberal 
Democrats;  Peter Hickson – Green 
Party;  Shafi Khan – Labour Party; 
and Philippa Stroud – Conservative 
Party.  They answered a range of 
questions on the themes of peace and 
justice submitted by members of the 
audience, along with supplementaries, 
following the format of the popular 
BBC Question Time programme.

Sutton for Peace and Justice had a 
successful day at the Environmental 
Fair in  Carshalton on August Bank 
Holiday Monday. 

We had a joint ‘stall’ and ‘cafe’ with 
Child Aid Lanka, who served Sri Lankan 
food and drinks, and a large gazebo 
and seating area.

S4P&J members were at the stall 
throughout the day and we met and 
spoke with many people, including 
local residents, members of other 
organisations  with stalls at the fair and  
local MPs Tom Brake and Paul Burstow.

We apologise for the delay since our last newsletter.  This issue 
contains reports on recent activity, below and on page 2, and 
information about our busy Autumn schedule, which started with 
our attendance at the Environmental Fair and includes two public 
meetings – a book launch with Our Lives Press, and Doris Richards 
reporting back on her time in Palestine (see page 3); further 
information about Our Lives Press is on page 4. We have also 
started a blog at http://suttonforpeaceandjustice.wordpress.com.

S4P&J at the Environmental Fair

From  left: Tom Brake (Lib Dem), Peter Hickson (Green Party) 
and Mike Cooper (Chair of S4P&J) at the Question Time

Our stall and ‘cafe’ at the Environmental Fair
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July: The main discussion topic was ‘Just Trade’; 
the ethics of trade and aid, what would make 
international trade ‘just’ and fair to developing 
countries, what is wrong with current trade 
mechanisms and policies and what could be done 
to achieve ‘just trade’. 

The meeting also spent time on arrangements 
for our attendance at the Environmental Fair in 
Carshalton Park on August bank holiday.

September:  The main discussion topic was: 
‘international intervention – when can it 
be justified?’; when, if ever, and under what 
circumstances can it be justified for a country (or 
group of countries) to intervene militarily in the 
affairs of another sovereign state.

The meeting also discussed arrangements for the 
two forthcoming public meetings: see below and 
page 3 for information.

Future members’ meetings
At the October members’ meeting we will discuss 
the practical steps we can take as a group and as 
individuals to promote peace and justice and link 
with others with similar aims to ourselves.

The main topic for the November meeting will 
be: what the coalition government has meant for 
peace and justice around the world,  specifically the 
issues that have been major themes for S4P&J over 
recent years.

The December meeting will be our AGM – this 
will be part social evening, with food and drink 
to accompany a general review of the year, plus 
formalities such as electing our steering group

If you are interested in attending a members’ 
meeting or becoming a member of S4P&J, please 
email mikecooper@mccweb.demon.co.uk.

Future public meetings
15 October 2010: Our Lives – Inspiring personal 
stories of migrants to Britain, book launch and 
meet the authors.

12 November: First hand witness in Palestine –
an eye-witness account of life in occupied Palestine 
from Doris Richards.

See page 3 for more information.

 

Monthly members’ meetings
Monthly meetings are held on the first Wednesday 
of each month (except August) at 7.30 pm at 
Friends Meeting House, Cedar Road, Sutton, open 
to all members of Sutton for Peace and Justice. 

A large part of each meeting is normally taken up 
with a discussion on a pre-selected major topic, 
as described below. This is normally followed by 
a discussion of current issues of interest and a 
chance for members to report on activities and 
events that they have taken part in and/or that 
other members may want to get involved in.  The 
meetings also plan future meetings and activities 
and consider organisational matters. 

April 2010: The April meeting was devoted to 
planning for the General Election Question Time 
which was to take place on 16 April, and discussing 
possible questions to put to the panel.

May: The May meeting was held on the eve of the 
general election and a large part of the meeting 
received feedback from the General Election 
Question Time event. An open discussion followed, 
considering issues that we could return to for 
fuller debate at future meetings, touching on 
Iran, nuclear proliferation, international military 
aggression and just trade.  

It was agreed that S4P&J would arrange two public 
meetings in the Autumn: a joint event with Our 
Lives Press and a public meeting for Doris Richards 
to report back on her experiences when she 
returns from Palestine.

June: The main discussion was on nuclear 
proliferation: the issues and threats posed by 
nuclear proliferation across the world, and what 
can be done about it, led by Steve Morton. 

This was followed by a discussion on Sri Lanka led 
by Leslie Middleton-Weaver of Child Aid Lanka, 
who gave an outline of the current situation based 
on his personal experiences. Members raised a 
number of topical issues including building social 
business, pollution of the Niger Delta and the 
storming of the Gaza aid ships.

S4P&J meetings reports
Reports from Sutton for Peace and Justice 
monthly members’ meetings and activities. 
By Tessa Cornell and Mike Cooper
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Our Lives
Inspiring personal stories of 
migrants to Britain
Book launch and meet the authors
7.30 pm, Friday 15 October 2010
Friends House, Cedar Road, Sutton SM2 5DA

Our Lives Press publishes the inspiring personal accounts of migrants 
and refugees to Britain, giving them a voice and bringing their 
experiences to a wider audience.

In the latest book from Our Lives Press, Finding the 
Unexpected, Babush Tesfay describes his childhood 
in Ethiopia and his journey to Eritrea where he met 
an English girl who was to become his wife.  Forced 
to escape to Sudan and from there to Kenya, he 
finally came to London where he now lives with his 
wife and two children. 

Come to the book launch on 15 October and 
hear from Babush about his life, meet and talk 
with other authors from Afghanistan, Pakistan, 

Bangladesh and the Congo, and hear from 
members of Our Lives Press about how they started 
and how they support the authors.  

For more information about Our Lives Press see 
page 5, or email ourlivespress@yahoo.co.uk or 
telephone 020 8395 5384.

To reserve your seat at the book launch (places will be 
limited) please contact: sutton4peace@yahoo.com, 
or telephone/text 07740 594496.

First hand witness in Palestine
an eye-witness account of life in occupied Palestine
7.30pm Friday 12 November 2010, Friends House, Cedar Road, Sutton SM2 5DA

Doris Richards recently returned from 6 months 
living in East Jerusalem  as one of a team of 
international volunteers, known as Ecumenical 
Accompaniers (EAs). 

Come and hear her first-hand account of what 
life is like in occupied Palestine and how  EAs 
accompany and support Palestinians as they go 
about their lives, monitor checkpoints and house 
demolitions, and join with Palestinian, Israeli and 
international activists – all the time showing the 
Israeli authorities their actions are not going 
unnoticed.

The Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme 
in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI) is an international 
initiative of the World Council of Churches, 
managed by Quaker Peace and Social Witness.  EAs 

offer support and protection to Palestinian and 
Israeli residents and activists through nonviolent 
presence and monitor the situation in Israel and 
the occupied territories.

Places will be limited, please reserve your seat by 
email to sutton4peace@yahoo.com or telephone/
text to 07740 594496.

Forthcoming meetings
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Our Lives Press 
publishes 
the inspiring 

personal stories of 
refugees and migrants 

to Britain, enabling their voices 
to be heard and a wider audience to 

learn about their lives both in their country 
of birth and here in Britain.  

The authors were refugees or were joining family 
here. They had to learn English along with the 
many difficulties of living in a new country with a 
different culture. To help them and others develop 
their English, some of their English teachers began 
publishing their stories as short books. 

Their stories
Babush Tesfay was born in Ethiopia, then following 
contact with Cuban soldiers he travelled to Eritrea 
where he met an English girl who was to become 
his wife.  Forced to escape to Sudan and from there 
to Kenya he finally came to London where he now 
lives with his wife and two children. He tells his 
story in Finding the Unexpected, price £4.00.

Helena Ramazani was born in Rwanda, taken as a 
child by her mother to Congo where she grew up 
and when her life was in danger escaped leaving 
her 3 children behind. She learned English and 
found work here before finally being reunited with 
her children. Her story – Achieving Against the Odds, 
£3.00 – is one of courage and persistence.

Kristy Krasniqi is a spirited young woman from 
an Albanian village who refused to marry the man 
chosen for her by her family. Told that she had 
brought shame on her family, she was ‘sold’ by 
her father to two men and was trafficked to Italy, 
France, Belgium and then England.  A friend helped 
her to find a lawyer and she won the right to stay in 
Britain. Read her story in Never Give Up, £3.00.

Faizia Zaman came to England from Bangladesh 
as a young bride, and was then was devastated 

when her husband died leaving her with five young 
children. She gained confidence through attending 
English classes and was able to overcome problems 
of money, housing and her children’s education. The 
new edition of Standing on My Own Two Feet, £3.00, 
includes a preface by her children.

Rashida Abadi became deaf as a result of 
meningitis, and came to Britain in search of a cure, 
unfortunately without success. She won the battle 
against deportation and went on to learn to speak 
English fluently and to lead an independent life. 
From Sound to Silence, £2.50, is also available in 
Urdu.

Asha Mohamed, a widow with two children, came 
from Somalia as a refugee with no English at all and 
faced the challenge of learning a new language 
and adapting to a new culture. She describes her 
experiences with humour in So Many Things I Could 
Have Written, £2.00.

Book launch and meet 
the authors 
Finding the Unexpected by Babush Tesfay, the latest 
book from Our Lives Press, will be publicly launched 
at a bok launch and meet the authors event in 
Sutton on 15th October. Come and hear from 
Babush and other authors – see page 3.

Our Lives books 
Our Lives Press is run entirely by volunteers. Money 
from the sale of books goes to production costs 
and authors receive royalties. All books have 
between 32 and 68 pages. Add £2.50 postage for 
up to 5 books, 5 for 6 books or more; £5 discount on 
orders for each 10 copies. Send order and cheque 
payable to Our Lives Press to Our Lives Press, South 
Norwood Centre, Sandown Road, London SE25 4XE.

To find out more about Our Lives Press, email 
OurLivesPress@yahoo.co.uk or telephone 
020 8395 5384.

Our Lives 
Inspiring personal 
stories of migrants to Britain


