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think peace, live peace and so bring peace into the world

Faith celebrations
Best wishes to everyone who is 
celebrating at this time of year:

April 2 – Good Friday (Christian) 
commemorates crucifixion of Jesus.
April 4 – Easter Sunday (Christian) the 
most important Christian festival,
celebrating the resurrection of Jesus.
April 5–6 – Passover (Jewish) final 
two days of Jewish holiday.
April 11 – Yom HaShoah (Jewish) 
Holocaust Remembrance Day.
April 14 – Vaisakhi (Sikh) harvest 
festival of north India and begining 
of solar year; also Hindu New Year for 
north India.
28 April – Therevanda (Buddhist) 
Buddhist New Year.
May 19–20 – Shavuot (Jewish) marks 
the giving of the Torah on Mt Sinai.
May 27 – Vesakha Puja (Buddhist) 
the day Buddha was born; achieved 
enlightenment; and attained nirvana.

General Election 
Question Time
In the run-up to the last general election, Sutton for Peace and 
Justice held a very successful Question Time event,  where we 
the main contenders were quizzed on issues of concern to our 
members and supporters. We are holding a similar event this 
time.

It will take place on Friday 16th April, 7.30pm to 9.30pm at 
Friends Meeting House, Cedar Road, Sutton.

Representing the 3 main parties: Paul Burstow MP – Liberal 
Democrats; Shafi Khan – Labour Party; and Philippa Stroud 
– Conservative Party; will answer questions on the themes of 
peace and justice. 

Following the format of the popular BBC Question Time 
programme, a range of questions will be selected from 
suggestions received in advance and then supplementary 
questions will be taken from the audience – the panel will 
not have prior knowledge of the questions.  The event will be 
chaired by Mike Cooper, Chair of S4P&J.

Seating will be limited, so if you wish to attend you must reserve 
a place in advance. You may also send in your suggestions for 
questions which must also be received in advance.

RSVP with email and phone no. to:
mikecooper@mccweb.demon.co.uk, 07740 594496.

S4P&J General Election Question Time, April 2005.
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There was debate about what he actually wanted 
to do, and what he will be able to achieve.  It 
was felt he was making compromises to 
prevent outright defeat, and that he had raised 
expectations too high, so his supporters are 
disappointed and his critics howl louder.

The conclusion was that things have changed, but 
that it is too early to judge the record of the Obama 
Presidency.
 
March: The main discussion topic at the March 
meeting was a review of the Brown Government.

Some positive achievements were noted:  his 
emphasis on helping developing countries, 
continuing aid and cancelling third world debt; 
action on equalities; taking a stand on climate 
change; and that his actions have helped prevent a 
worse financial crisis.

However, there had not been as much of a change 
from the Blair years as some had expected. 
Brown has continued the over-centralisation of 
government, accepts the US neo-liberal agenda, is 
in thrall to the city of London, and is an enthusiastic 
proponent of some of the worst aspects of the so-
called ‘war on terror’.

In summary, the Brown Government had been 
disappointing, and it had brought in little obvious 
change.

The meeting also heard from S4P&J member 
Doris Richards, who will be going to Palestine 
on the Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme 
in Palestine and Israel. The Programme offers a 
protective presence, monitors human rights abuses 
and works with local peace movements in  Israel 
and Palestine; and participants offer advocacy to 
interested groups on their return to this country. 
Doris will be sending back reports from Palestine, 
and S4P&J plans to hold a public meeting later in 
the year, when Doris will relate her experiences.  
See page 6 for more details.

Future meetings
The April members’ meeting, on  Wednesday 7th, 
will be looking at the situation in Sri Lanka. 

If you are interested in attending a meeting or 
becoming a member of S4P&J, please email 
mikecooper@mccweb.demon.co.uk

 

Monthly members’ meetings
Monthly meetings are held on the first Wednesday 
of each month (except August) at 7.30 pm at 
Friends Meeting House, Cedar Road, Sutton, open 
to all members of Sutton for Peace and Justice. 

The major part of each meeting is normally 
a discussion of a pre-selected major topic, as 
described below. This is followed by a general 
discussion of current issues of interest and 
activities and events that members have been 
involved in.  Future meetings and activities are 
considered and arrangements made, along with 
reports on other organisational matters. 

December 2009 – AGM: The December meeting 
was our Annual General Meeting, which started 
with a review of the year, including receiving an 
Annual Report of the group’s activities in 2009 and 
reports on organisational matters, membership 
and finance. (For a copy of the 2009 Annual Report, 
please email mikecooper@mccweb.demon.co.uk.) 

Mike Cooper was elected as chair for 2010, and 
Tessa Cornell, Steve Morton, David Murray, Mike 
McLoughlin, Nancy Bonney and Ali Bidgoli were 
appointed to the steering committee.

Potential discussion topics and campaigning 
activities for 2010 were discussed in an informal 
atmosphere, helped along by food and drink 
brought to the meeting by members.

January: the January meeting had to be cancelled 
due to the bad weather.

February: The main discussion topic was Barack 
Obama’s first year in office.  

It was felt that Obama represents a clear break from 
the past, but he operates within severe constraints. 
The US President actually has remarkably little 
power to push through his policies, and can easily 
be blocked and delayed by Congress; he faces a 
fundamental conservatism in the system with  a 
strong base built over the Bush years, and strong 
Republican, conservative and evangelical lobbies 
in the country; and he faces a huge task to turn 
around some of worst aspects of recent US policy.

S4P&J meetings reports
Reports from Sutton for Peace and Justice 
monthly members’ meetings and activities. 
By Tessa Cornell and Mike Cooper
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Taxpayers funding the BNP
By Saleh Mamon

According to recent media reports, Nick Griffin and 
his fellow BNP MEP Andrew Brons have been using
vast amounts of taxpayer money to fund people 
they are standing as candidates in the general 
election and ther election coordinator.

Sources inside the BNP say that14 party members 
are being paid with EU money. Several of them 
don’t even live in areas where the BNP has MEPs, 
and most of them are among the party’s lead
candidates in the forthcoming General Election.

This means we are paying for the BNP’s election 
campaign!

Hope not Hate have set up a simple tool that 
lets you write to the EU Anti-Fraud Office, the EU 
Ombudsman, the President of the EU Parliament, 
and the Secretary General; go to: 
http://action.hopenothate.org.uk/fraud.

Please take this simple action, and help to stop 
taxpayer money funding  the BNP.

End the Vulture Culture 
By David Murray

operate with the Government to allow this Bill to 
progress”. Since then Chope  has claimed he’s been 
made a scapegoat on Vulture Funds, and hasn’t 
received any backlash from Conservative head 
office. 

In Parliament on the 18th March Lib Dem MP 
David Heath and Labour MP Gerald Kaufman 
quizzed Harriet Harman on whether more time 
would be given to the Vultures Bill. While repeating 
the Government’s position that Conservative 
opposition to the Bill was the problem, she made 
no commitment to providing further time for it 
before the election. The Bill still has to get through 
a third reading in the House of Commons, and then 
all stages in the Lords.

In spite of over 70 MPs signing EDM1085 calling for 
more time for the Bill and over 210 MPs signing the 
original EDM618 in support of the Bill, there now 
seems to be no realistic hope that the Bill will be 
passed before the election.

The Labour Party has launched a survey on what 
it should do next on Vulture Funds, but the only 
sensible option is for a law to clamp down on 
Vulture Funds after the General Election.

You can help by responding to this survey and 
keeping up the pressure on all parties for a law to 
crack down on Vulture Funds by taking the actions 
recommended by Jubilee Debt Campaign at: 
www.jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk

 

Vulture funds are private companies that seek 
to profiteer by buying up the debts of heavily 
indebted poor countries at a cheap price, then 
trying to recover the full amount, often by suing 
through the courts. So that money released by 
debt relief ends up in their pockets, and not spent 
on health and education.

At least 54 companies, many based in tax havens, 
are known to have taken legal action against 12 of 
the world’s poorest countries in recent years, for 
claims amounting to $1.5 billion.

To stop this in the UK, the Debt Relief (Developing 
Countries) Bill – known as the Vultures’ Bill – was 
introduced.

On February 26th, the Bill successfully passed its 
second reading. But the Tories insisted it had to go 
through a committee stage, which slowed it down 
and raised worries that the Bill might not become 
law before the General Election.

On 12th March, Tory MP Philip Davies attempted to 
introduce an amendment to the Bill, which would 
effectively have seen the legislation thrown out of 
Parliament, but this was overturned by the speaker. 
The next day another Tory MP, Christopher Chope, 
blocked the Bill at its third reading. 

On March 16th, George Osborne’s office said: “The 
Conservative frontbench did not object to further 
progress of the Debt Relief Bill, nor in any way 
collude with the objection.  ... we are willing to co-
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I travelled to Copenhagen for the UN climate 
change talks with a CAFOD (Catholic Agency 
for Overseas Development) group just before 
Christmas to show my solidarity with poor people 
in developing countries who, while doing least to 
cause climate change, are being hit hardest by it. 
Natural justice says that those most responsible for 
causing climate change - the rich industrial nations 
like the UK, the rest of the G8 and now China - bear 
the greatest responsibility for fixing it, and for 
assisting poorer nations to adapt to its effects. 

On Saturday I joined an entirely peaceful march 
with around 100,000 participants from a huge age 
range - our own group had people in their twenties 
and their late seventies. 

On Sunday morning, Archbishop Tutu addressed 
the crowds in the Rådhusplads, Copenhagen’s 
equivalent of Trafalgar Square, and presented 
a petition of half a million signatures to the UN 
calling for  urgent action on climate change. 

A moving ecumenical service was held at the 
Lutheran Cathedral of our Lady, adressed amongst 
others by the Archbishop of Canterbury; outside 
six large red balls marked the 512894 signatures on 
the petition.  At 3pm church bells in the Cathedral 
and across Scandanavia and Central Europe rang 
out for climate justice.

What did Copenhagen achieve?
After days of false starts and leaked texts, weeks 
of tense and often bewildering negotiations and 
decades of work, the Copenhagen talks ended 
with a last-minute text from outside the formal 
negotiating process. What was the Climate Justice 

campaign calling for, what did we get and what 
really happened? 

We asked for a legally binding climate change 
deal. 
We got a weak, non-binding accord developed 
behind closed doors.  On Friday evening, a 
nervous and defensive Obama announced that 
he had drafted an accord after consulting with 
China, South Africa, India and Brazil. Campaigners 
and many developing countries criticised the 
undemocratic process and made impassioned 
pleas against the new text. 

At 2.26pm on Saturday, despite lack of agreement 
from many countries, the conference agreed 
to “take note of the Copenhagen Accord ”, 
alongside the results of the previous two weeks of 
negotiations. 

We asked for emissions cuts of more than 40 % on 
1990 levels by 2020. 
We got no new commitments.  This root cause of 
climate change was relegated to an appendix of 
the Accord, which hasn’t even been written yet. 
A leaked UN report estimates the level of 

Copenhagen Climate Change talks
Words and photos by David Murray
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cuts promised so far put us on track for global 
temperature rises of around 3˚C. But loopholes 
in the text mean actual emissions could be much 
higher. 

We asked for an additional $195 bn a year aid 
by 2020 to help poor countries cope with climate 
change.
We got some progress, but not enough.  The accord 
stated that developed countries would ‘set a goal 
of mobilising jointly $100bn a year by 2020 to 
address the needs of developing countries’. But 
this does not meet the scale of the challenge, is 
not additional to existing aid and questions remain 
around how the money will be controlled. 

We asked for help in calling for climate justice. 
We got a global movement with momentum 
and energy to carry on the campaign in 2010.  
Developing countries stood up and demanded 
to be heard. Although the UN process is slow and 
difficult, it provides the only global forum which 
ensures the poorest are represented. 

The negotiating text, that before Copenhagen ran 
to almost 200 pages, has been whittled down to 
less than ten, giving a basis for moving forward. 
The accord has not replaced these texts, despite 
the attempts of the US and others. Public pressure 
meant that over 100 heads of state attended the 
negotiations, unheard of before, showing how 
seriously the world’s leaders are taking the issue. 

Copenhagen Climate Change talks continued

Before the talks, 50,000 marched for climate justice 
at the Wave in London, followed by 100,000 the 
following Saturday in Copenhagen. World leaders 
know we are watching and are not going away. 

What now? 
In Copenhagen we got so close, but the 
negotiations failed to produce a clear timetable for 
action and decision-making in 2010.  

We must push for emissions cuts within the EU, 
which is vital to prevent climate change worsening 
and to rebuild trust with developing counties by 
showing them that we will take a lead. 

For more information and actions see:
www.stopclimatechaos.org

Cluster ban set to become law
By Ali Bidgoli

After years of collecting evidence and applying 
pressure to policy makers, the treaty banning 
cluster munitions is set to officially become binding 
international law. In February, Burkina Faso and 
Moldova ratified the treaty, bringing the number 
of ratifying countries to the thirty needed for the 
agreement to take legal effect August 1. 

The treaty bans using, making and selling cluster 
munitions, and sets deadlines for the destruction of 
stockpiles and the clearing of contaminated land. 
It also provides aid for victims of the weapon. The 
United States has yet to sign.

Cluster munitions scatter small bombs over an 
area as wide as a football field, leaving explosive 
remnants on the ground that can kill and maim 
civilians and children months and even years later.

The international Cluster Munition Coalition, the 
driving force behind the treaty’s creation, was co-
founded by Human Rights Watch, who provided 
the earliest and most thorough record of damage 
created by cluster munitions.

See www.stopclustermunitions.org and
www.hrw.org.
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Help bring an end to child soldiers
By Ali Bidgoli

Child soldiers are currently fighting in at least 14 
countries around the world. Boys and girls alike are 
forced into combat, exploited for their labour, and 
subjected to violence and mistreatment.

Ten years ago, the United Nations adopted a treaty 
banning the use of children under age 18 in war. 
Two-thirds of the world’s countries have ratified 
this treaty. However, 61 countries have not. 

Human Rights Watch is coordinating a campaign to 
achieve global ratification of the treaty. Each month 

they are asking people to write to the ambassadors 
of ten of the countries who have failed for a decade 
to ratify this treaty; when they reach the goal of 
3,000 faxes, they will turn their attention to 10 new 
countries that have failed to ratify the treaty.

For further information and join in the action, go to: 
http://www.kintera.org/c.nlIWIgN2JwE/b.5763655/
k.D2B0/Ratify_Child_Soldiers_Treaty/siteapps/
advocacy/ActionItem.aspx?sid=227952452&auid=
5931705 

I have been fortunate to secure a place as an 
Ecumenical Accompanier (EA) to work in the West 
Bank of Palestine from mid March until August 
2010, following quite an in-depth application, 
interview and preparation training.

The Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme 
in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI) is an international 
initiative of the World Council of Churches, 
managed by Quaker Peace and Social Witness.  The 
pogramme sends international volunteers, known 
as Ecumenical Accompaniers (EAs) to Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

The EAs:
u  offer protection through nonviolent presence;
u  monitor and report violations of human rights 

and international humanitarian law;
u  support Israeli and Palestinian  peace activists;
u  undertake advocacy work including public 

speaking in the UK and Ireland on their return.

The work of the EAs includes escorting school 
children who have been subject to harrassment 
from settlers to their schools, monitoring house 
demolitions, standing at the checkpoints and the 
separation barrier to try and reduce the abuse of 
Palestinian civilians and help them gain access to 
their land, jobs, education or medical facilities, and 
offering support to local peace groups and activists 
in Israel and Palestine.

First hand witness in Palestine
The Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme
By Doris Richards

I will be spending four and a half months in East 
Jerusalem, from  March to August 2010. I will try to 
keep in touch whilst I am there,  sending reports 
back to S4P&J, and look forward to telling you 
about my experiences when I return to the UK.

Article written with information from the Ecumenical 
Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel 
(EAPPI).  For information on the UK programme see 
www.quaker.org.uk/eappi, and for the international 
programme see www.eappi.org.

Sutton for Peace and Justice plans to hold a public 
meeting later in the year, after Doris has returned 
from Palestine, so that she can share her first-hand 
experiences and to promote the work of the EAPPI.

For more about EAs and Palestine, see page 7.

EA Ann Wright at a checkpoint with lecturers trying 
to get to Nablus University. EAPPI/Thomas Meier.
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Child Prisoners in Palestine
The following account by Gerry O’Sullivan, an 
Ecumenical Accompanier (EA) in Hebron, was 
given to S4P&J by Doris Richards as an example 
of the work of EAs in Palestine.

I would like to tell you about Abraham, 15, and 
Mahmoud, 13. They were both arrested in Bab Al-
Baladdeia, Hebron.  

The Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, 
had announced that the Abrahimi Mosque, as it is 
known to Muslims, or the Cave of the Patriachs’, as 
it is known to Jews, belongs to the Jewish national 
heritage, even though it is outside the state of 
Israel. The Palestinians are afraid that this holy place 
will be denied them.

The Palestinians’ response in Hebron was to call 
a general strike on the following day. Thousands 
gathered on the streets to protest. The tension and 
anger were palpable; crowds of Palestinians ran 
through the streets shouting and throwing stones 
and there was two days of serious rioting. The 
response from the Israeli military was to fire tear 
gas and stun grenades and to raid many homes.
Lots of children threw stones. 

Abraham and Mahmoud were taken into Israeli 
military custody. A young on-looker, also called 
Mahmoud told me that the soldiers grabbed 
Abraham by the chest and banged him against the 
wall twice and then hit him across his cheekbone.  I 
accompanied their distraught and tearful mothers, 
Samira and Afaf, to try and find out where their 
children were detained. We eventually found out 
that the children had confessed to throwing stones 
at the heavily armed Israeli military and were being 
held in the police station. But their families were 
not allowed to visit them. 

Update
The trial of Abraham and Mahmoud took place 
on 28th February 2010 in the military court in the 
prison of Ofer. They were tried for the alleged crime 
of throwing stones at soldiers five days previously.  

Fifteen year old Abraham will be held for between 
3 and 6 months in the military jail, in a tent holding 
ten boys and men with only monthly family visits 
allowed.  Thirteen year old Mahmoud has been 
granted bail but can only be released to his family 

on the payment of 2,000 shekels (£330).  His 
mother cannot afford this money. 

Abraham’s mother told me that their two sons 
were brought into court chained at the ankles and 
handcuffed. She said she was able to talk to her son 
from a distance, but he was not able to answer as 
he was crying so hard.

Background
Palestinian children living in their own land, but 
under military occupation are subject to Israeli 
military law.  They can be kept at a police station for 
8 days with no family visits allowed. In some cases, 
even a lawyer can be denied access to them. They 
may, or may not be released on bail. I was told by a 
Human Rights lawyer that children can be beaten 
until they confess. A contact in Machsom Watch (an 
Israeli women’s group against the Occupation) told 
me that the sentence for this crime can be as long 
as 18 months in jail. It does not matter that they are 
13 and 15 years old. 

An Israeli minor, the child of a settler living illegally 
in the occupied Palestinian territories, is under 
Israeli civilian jurisdiction.  They can throw stones 
at Palestinians,  or invade Palestinian farmland, but 
this does not matter and they can do it under the 
protection of the occupying Israeli military and 
police. If arrested they cannot be detained longer 
than 12 hours without being brought before a 
judge; they cannot be interviewed without the 
presence of their parents and any questioning 
that is done is carried out by a “child investigator”, 
usually with a social work background. 

There were 3,833 Palestinian minors detained by 
Israel in 2008. Of this number, 26.7% were charged 
with stone-throwing. 

The United Nations Committee on the Rights of 
the Child states that the arrest and detention of 
children must be used only as a measure of last 
resort, and for the appropriate period of time, and 
that the juvenile detainees must be separated from 
adults, allowed contact with their families, and 
receive appropriate assistance, including access to 
education, recreation and rehabilitation.

For more information on EAs see page 6 and also
www.quaker.org.uk/eappi or www.eappi.org.
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Indigenous peoples, local communities and forest 
workers in the developing world could benefit 
from a recent pledge by the UK government to 
only use imported wood from environmentally 
sustainable sources.

New guidelines, which take effect from 1 April 2010, 
will mean wood obtained through government-
backed contracts must come from sustainable 
sources that: 
u  Identify, document and respect legal, customary 

and traditional tenure and use rights related to 
the forest; 

u  Include mechanisms for resolving grievances 
and disputes, including those relating to tenure 
and use rights, forest management practices and 
work conditions; 

u  Safeguard the basic labour rights and health and 
safety of forest workers.

The guidelines apply to timber destined for UK 
government agencies, local authorities and other 

UK Government pledge on illegal logging
By David Murray
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publicly funded institutions such as schools and 
hospitals. 

They were developed by DEFRA in consultation 
with development agencies, environmental experts 
and industry. If they are rigorously implemented, 
the public sector will be setting a good example 
and taking an important step on the path towards 
eliminating illegal timber from the UK market.

Some 62% of tropical wood imports to the UK are 
potentially from illegal sources, worth an estimated 
£712 million a year. Illegal logging devastates 
forest communities, costing developing nations up 
to £7.5bn annually in lost assets and taxes. It also 
destroys local cultures and traditions as people are 
driven away from their ancestral lands.

Story courtesy of Progressio. Progressio is an 
international organisation working for sustainable 
development and the eradication of poverty. 
See www.progressio.org.uk

How it works: The Robin Hood Tax is a tiny tax on 
bankers that would raise billions to tackle poverty 
and climate change, at home and abroad. By taking 
an average of 0.05% from speculative banking 
transactions, hundreds of billions of pounds would 
be raised every year. That’s easily enough to stop 
cuts in crucial public services in the UK, and to help 
fight global poverty and climate change.

Why now? Because of the financial crisis, frontline 
services at home – like the NHS and our schools – 
are under fire. At the same time, poor communities 
and the environment are being hit hard – as aid 
and green budgets are slashed by rich countries. 
So it’s time for the people who caused this mess to 
pay to clean it up.

Who’s in? Gordon Brown, Angela Merkel (German 
Chancellor) and Nicolas Sarkozy (French President) 
have all spoken out in support of a tax on financial 

transactions. Plenty of business bigwigs have 
backed the idea, like Lord Turner (Financial Services 
Authority), George Soros (philanthropist) and 
Warren Buffet (US businessman extraordinaire); as 
have hundreds of economists. 

This isn’t some crazy pipedream. It’s a simple and 
brilliant idea which transcends party politics and 
can become a reality.

The Robin Hood Tax campaign is a movement 
bringing together dozens of organisations that 
work to reduce poverty in the UK and overseas, 
and campaign to tackle climate change during 
the economic crisis to campaign for a new deal 
between banks and society.  

For more information and to give your support to a 
Robin Hood Tax, go to http://robinhoodtax.org.uk  

Information from The Robin Hood Tax Campaign. 

Robin Hood Tax


