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Sutton 
Peace & Justice News

In Sutton High Street
On 25 April S4P&J had a stall in Sutton High Street, by the 
northern entrance to the St. Nicholas Centre.  A number of S4P&J 
members promoted the group and raised awareness of peace 
and justice issues, engaged passers-by in debate and recruited a 
couple of new members and newsletter subscribers.

At the Environmental Fair
Sutton for Peace and Justice were at the Environmental Fair in 
Carshalton Park on August Bank Holiday Monday. We attended in 
partnership with Child Aid Lanka and NO2ID, with three adjacent 
stalls, and shared staffing resources with Sutton Amnesty who 
had the stall next door.
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think peace, live peace and so bring peace into the world
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We apologise for the delay since the last issue of Sutton Peace and Justice 
News; we aim to maintain a more regular production in the new year. 

Season’s greetings
We wish all our readers a merry 
Christmas and a happy and 
peaceful New Year, and send 
best wishes to everyone who is 
celebrating at this time of year:
Eid Al Adha – the Muslim festival of 
sacrifice marking the end of the Hajj 
pilgrimage was on 27 November;
Hanukkah – the Jewish festival of 
Lights, 12–19 December;

Buddhist New Year is on 30 January.
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freedom of speech meant that people should be 
allowed to say things that may upset others, but 
should not inflame people or encourage violence. 
See article on page 10.

The group discussed whether the best way to deal 
with extremists like the BNP was to engage them 
in open debate and prove that they are wrong; but 
was concerned that some may believe what such 
groups said if they were not rigorously challenged. 

November: The November meeting focused on 
the proposition: Climate Change is a Peace Issue 
– see article by Mike McLoughlin on page 3. It was 
agreed that tackling climate change should be a 
high priority for peace groups, and all members 
were urged to encourage other groups they were 
involved with to take action on climate change. 

After the meeting, Steve Morton wrote to CND 
on behalf of S4P&J, comending their passing of a 
motion on climate change and campaigning on 
the issue. See also pages 5 and 12.

Other activities
S4P&J has not organised any public events or 
meetings this year. We did help promote the NO2ID 
event in Ewell (see page 4) and members have 
taken part in various meetings and activities on the 
broad themes of peace and justice.

On three occasions S4P&J took a stall out into 
the Borough to promote our activities: we had a 
stand-alone stall in Sutton High Street on 25 April; 
we had a stall as part of the ‘Take Part Take Pride’ 
tent, promoting community activity in Sutton High 
Street on 11 July; and we had a stall, along with 
NO2ID and Child Aid Lanka, at the Green Fair in 
Carshalton Park on August Bank Holiday Monday.

S4P&J, jointly with the local NO2ID Group, lobbied 
Sutton Council, resulting in July in the Council 
passing a motion opposing the introduction of ID 
cards. See page 4.

Future meetings
The December meeting, on  Wednesday 4th, will be 
our AGM and a social, with members bringing food 
and drink to share. As well as receiving reports on 
the past year and electing the steering committee 
for 2010, the meeting will consider topics for future 
meetings and activities for the coming year.

 

Monthly members’ meetings
Monthly meetings are held on the first Wednesday 
of each month (except August) at 7.30 pm at 
Friends Meeting House, Cedar Road, Sutton, open 
to all members of Sutton for Peace and Justice. 

The major part of each meeting is normally 
a discussion of a pre-selected major topic, as 
described below. This is followed by a general 
discussion of current issues of interest and 
activities and events that members have been 
involved in.  Future meetings and activities are 
considered and arrangements made, along with 
reports on other organisational matters. 

May: The main discussion, the arms trade and its 
impact on instability around the world, was led by 
Steve Morton and then joined by other members. 
Members reported on a wide range of activities 
and campaigns they were involved in.

June: Instead of having a main topic of discussion, 
members at the June meeting discussed a range of 
issues, current campaigns and future activities that 
members could engage in. 

July: The July meeting was kicked off by a talk 
from Anne Towner of Refugee & Migrant Network 
Sutton, who informed us about the work of the 
Network and the issues facing refugees and 
migrants in Britain. Members joined in a general 
discussion about the plight of refugees, and how 
we could spread the word among local groups and 
the wider population.  See page 11.

September: The well attended meeting started 
with an interesting and informative discussion 
on Iran, led by Ali Bidgoli, who spoke about the 
situation in the country and the recent elections. 
There were also report backs on S4P&J involvement 
in Take Part Take Pride in Sutton High Street and 
the Green Fair in Carshalton.

October: The main topic for discussion was 
freedom of speech. A wide ranging discussion 
was started by Nicholas Johnson, raising 
concerns that there was a decrease in tolerance 
for differing views and that poorly drafted laws 
were threatening open debate. Many agreed that 

S4P&J meetings reports
Reports from Sutton for Peace and Justice 
monthly members’ meetings and activities. 
By Tessa Cornell and Mike Cooper
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Climate change: a question of 
peace and justice
By Mike McLoughlin

Violence is often caused by one group taking for 
itself resources that are scarce and needed by 
many. Due to climate change, the big resource that 
is already scarce in parts of the world and likely 
to get scarcer, is clean water. In other areas, as we 
are seeing in Cumbria, there is a huge surplus. The 
nature of water prevents us from transferring it in 
the required quantity between areas of drought 
and areas of flood. Inevitably, in our unequal world, 
there will be fighting for water. 

In a small way it is happening already in Northern 
Nigeria and Northern Kenya, both hard hit by water 
shortage. Over 350 Kenyan nomadic pastoralists 
have been killed fighting for water for their flocks. 

Many countries share major river systems, and if 
one takes more than their share there could be 
war. An example is the countries which depend on 
the rivers Tigris and Euphrates, which are showing 
reduced flow. These two rivers have fed civilisation 
from earliest times, but flow through modern day 
Turkey, Syria, Iraq and near the estuaries of Iran, 
none of which are noted for peaceful conflict 
resolution.  

Another example is the area around the Aral Sea, 
in Central Asia, already an ecological disaster. Five 
countries, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, 
Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan all have interests to 
defend. Climate change is a threat to peace.

The poor of the world already live in the most 
marginal areas in relation to water supply and 
flooding, and these areas will be most affected by 
climate change. Some islands are already being 
evacuated and in Bangladesh up to 50 million 
people live in areas likely to be permanently 
inundated within a relatively short time as sea 
levels rise due to global warming. How will these 
people be relocated without conflict? 

Apart from the danger of violence and war, climate 
change is also an issue of justice. We in the rich 
world, North America, EU, Russia, Japan, Australia 
and New Zealand, have brought about climate 
change by our greedy and selfish use of natural 

resources. If the rest of the world were to use 
resources at the same rate we would need four 
planets to be sustainable. 

But it is the poor of the world that are already 
paying the price and who will initially bear the 
brunt of the worst aspects of climate change. Our 
time will inevitabley come, but much later, by which 
time the earth will be a much more unpleasant and 
violent place. 

It is therefore the duty of all who claim to be 
concerned for Peace and Justice to do all in 
their power to prevent any further rise in world 
temperature by changing their lifestyle and 
pressing Governments to do the same. 

The WAVE - come together to 
stop climate chaos
On 5th December, ahead of the crucial 
Copenhagen meetings on Climate Change, a 
coalition of groups and individuals will take to 
the streets of London to show our government 
that we want effective urgent action to protect 
the future of our planet and especially those poor 
communities in developing countries who have 
done least to cause climate change but are already 
suffering from its effects.

The focus of the day will be a massive march, 
organised by StopClimateChaos, starting from 
Grosvenor Square at 1.00pm or with an ecumenical 
service at Westminster Methodist Central Hall 
Parliament Square at 11.00am and marching 
from there at 1.00pm, and ending by encircling 
Parliament. Members of S4P&J will be on the 
march with their colleagues from various local and 
national organisations. 

DO COME ALONG! For more information see:  
www.stopclimatechaos.org

There will be a similar march in Glasgow.
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the Apartheid Wall. 
IWPS-Palestine 
has established 
an International 
Women’s House 
as a base for 
international 
supporters.

For further information, see www.iwps.info

Zaytoun is a Commumtuy Interest Company 
founded in 2004 to create and develop a UK market 
for artisan Palestinian poduce. It is a cooperative 
and member of the International Fair Trade 
Association, and is commited to the welfare of the 
producing communities. 
Zaytoun works with IWPS 
and organises trips to 
Palestine to coincide with 
the olive harvest, to visit 
the communities that 
supply their olive based 
product and to help with 
the harvest.

For further information see www.zaytoun.org

Supporting Palestinian farmers
By Tina Coombs

The olive harvest, which takes place in late October 
/ early November each year, is of great importance 
to Palestinian farmers.

But Israeli control over the occupied West Bank, 
the illegal jewish settlements and interference 
from soldiers makes it very difficult for Palestinian 
farmers to cultivate their olive trees. Olive groves 
have been swallowed up by expanding settlements 
or squatted and confiscated by settlers. Some 
farmers are prevented from accessing their land 
except for a few days a year and many are subject 
to harassment from settlers and soldiers.

Volunteers from a number of countries travel to 
Palestine to accompany Palestinian civilians and 
support the harvest, because with international 
presence the Israeli soldiers cannot interfere as 
much as they would like to.

The International Women’s Peace Service (IWPS)–
Palestine is an international team of women 
based in Haris (a village in the Salfit Governorate 
of the West Bank) who provide international 
accompaniment to Palestinian civilians, document 
and nonviolently intervene in human rights abuses, 
support acts of nonviolent resistance to end the 
brutal and illegal military Occupation and oppose 

NO2ID campaign
By Kevin Gethin

In the summer, I wrote on behalf of S4P&J and the 
local NO2ID Group, to the Leader of Sutton Council, 
and also to the leader of the opposition group, 
urging them to support the campaign against ID 
cards and the spread of the database state. Mike 
Cooper and I met with the Leader of the Council 
and gave him a draft Council resolution against ID 
cards.  As a result, in July the Council passed, with 
all party support,  a motion stating its opposition to 
ID cards and pledging not to go further than it was 
legally compelled to do in aiding their introduction. 

On 9 September a well-attended meeting at 
Bourne Hall in Ewell heard a lively debate about 

the threats to civil liberties of the spread of the 
surveillance state.

The meeting, organised by NO2ID South East,  gave 
a welcome but rare chance to hear direct from a 
government minister explaining  their policies. But 
Michael Wills MP, Justice Minister, was in a small 
minority – Chris Grayling MP, Conservative Shadow 
Home Secretary, Tom Brake MP, Lib Dem Home 
Affairs Spokesperson, Edgar Whitley of the London 
School of Economics, and Phil Booth of NO2ID all 
spoke eloquently against ID cards and elements of 
the database and surveillance state.

For more information, see www.no2id.net.
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During S4P&J’s discussion on climate change at the 
members’ meeting in November, we talked about 
the need for reductions in energy consumption 
and greater investment in renewable energy. 

One member raised concerns about the time that 
would be required to develop renewables and the 
risk of an energy gap if we did not develop nuclear 
power. However, others did not believe that nuclear 
power was the right response to the problem. 

The development of nuclear power would require 
huge investment that could be better spent to 
develop renewables, risks the spread of technology 
that could be used for weapons, and the problems 
of waste disposal have not been solved.

Plus, the extraction of the uranium required 
by nuclear power stations actually adds to 
CO

2
 emissions, as well as causing massive 

environmental destruction.

The Kalahari desert in Namibia is at the centre of a 
new uranium rush and Namibia expects to be the 
world’s largest uranium exporter within 5 years. 

Uranium is extracted in vast open-cast mines, 
which are set to expand and swallow up hundreds 
of square kilometres of the Namib-Naukluft 
National Park, along with waste heaps and slurry 
ponds, and a risk of contamination of groundwater. 
Plus the Namibian Government plans to build 
a coal-fired power station to power the mines, 
producing more than ten million tonnes of CO

2
 per 

year!

The Government’s assessment of nuclear power 
does not take account of the energy used in 
drilling, excavating, separating and transporting 
uranium to Britain, or of the environmental impact 
of uranium mining. 

For more information see www.cnduk.org

Climate change – nuclear not the solution
By Mike Cooper

I have written before about the plight of Professor 
Rafil Dhafir, a leading world oncologist specialising 
in childhood leukaemia.  Dr. Dhafir left Iraq years 
ago for the West and after practising in England 
and Europe took up a post in New York heading 
a successful children’s unit.  He was granted US 
citizenship under the Distinguished Alien scheme.  

But when the invasion of Iraq resulted in a shortage 
of medical supplies, food and drinkable water in 
Baghdad’s hospitals, he helped organise a joint Red 
Cross/Red Crescent mission to deliver these and 
himself accompanied it.  But he was heard speaking 
Arabic, and arrested by the Baghdad militia, who on 
seeing his passport handed him to US forces.  

He was then sent back to US, and accused of 
terrorism and then of sequestering funds raised for 
humanitarian purposes.  He has been in prison ever 
since – over 5 years,  often in solitary confinement.  
He was moved from New York to Terre Haute, a 
brutal privately-run ‘corrective institute’, privately 

run, in Indiana.  His shoulder had been injured 
when he was pushed by a guard and fell last year. 

George W. Bush introduced a new retrospective law 
of ‘trading with the enemy’, with a minimum prison 
sentence of 20 years for sending provisions to Iraq 
after the invasion without a government licence.  
Although Dr. Dhafir was in a US prison at the time 
this was enacted, they became automatically guilty 
and so far all appeals have been rejected.  

With the present hysteria in the US over the return 
to Libya of al-Megrahi, there is little chance in the 
immediate future of their appeals succeeding, but 
public opinion in this country can strengthen their 
resolve and help their cause. There is a petition 
asking that when Rafil’s case comes up he will be 
sentenced to ‘time served’  – please contact me to 
add your name – claireshearer@btinternet.com

Please continue to keep Rafil in your thoughts and 
prayers, and write to him at: Rafil Dhafir, 11921-052,
FCI Terre Haute, P.O. Box 33, Terre Haute, IN 47808.

Free Rafil Dhafir
By Claire Shearer
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A letter to our readers...

End US occupation of Iraq
How can any good come out the West’s 
intervention in Iraq?

An entire social order in Iraq, which was secular 
and quite developed  before the sanctions, has 
been destroyed, leaving more than a million dead, 
probably double that maimed, countless widows 
and orphans, 4 million people displaced from their 
homes, the economy in all sectors razed through 
neo-liberal policies, the education and health 
infrastructures destroyed, Sunnis set against Shias, 
and massive violation of human rights through 
torture and detentions - I could go on.

The US and Britain cannot turn this into anything 
good!  They have no right, moral or political, to 
occupy Iraq. They are not there for the good of Iraqi 
people, but to establish control in the region for its 

strategic value and to ensure that Israel retains its 
dominant power. 

A UN force should be brought into Iraq with the 
withdrawal of foreign occupying forces; and a 
regional international conference should be called 
with the UN playing a major political role and a 
solution worked out for the region. 

I do not think the US would settle for this - its aim 
is to maintain its dominance in this region. 60 years 
after WWII, the US has not left Japan, Korea and 
Germany. 

But why should Britain follow this discredited 
policy which has cost both money and lives? 

Best wishes.  Saleh Mamon.

Trident and the economy
By Steve Morton

Sutton for Peace and Justice has 
always opposed the replacement 
of the Trident weapons system.

The current economic situation, 
with both the government and 
opposition parties arguing for 
cuts in government expenditure, 
throws one aspect into the 
limelight: Trident replacement is 
ruinously expensive. Even on the 
government’s own figures, the 
system will cost £76 billion. 

With senior military figures arguing that nuclear 
weapons are militarily useless (Field Marshall Lord 
Bramall, General Lord Ramsbottom and General 
Sir Hugh Beach, The Times, January 2009), it is 
time to ask again whether this is a financial price 
worth paying just to support the delusion that the 
ownership of nuclear weapons enables Britain to 
“punch above its weight” in international affairs. 
A delusion that may well lead other (perhaps less 
stable) countries to conclude that they too need 
nuclear weapons.

The idea of a submarine-based 
nuclear weapons system goes 
back to the darkest days of the 
cold war. Its purpose was to 
respond with a nuclear counter-
strike against a nuclear first strike 
against Britain. But this is not a 
threat we now face. We have no 
enemy at whom we could direct 
nuclear weapons, nor could we 
morally justify the destruction 
they would cause. Nor is Britain’s 
nuclear weapons system 

independent, being dependent on American 
guidance systems (unlike France’s system, which is 
independent, though equally unnecessary).

A decision to scrap, and not replace, Trident would 
enable the government to deploy the resources 
to constructive ends: to rebuilding an economy 
battered by the stupidity and arrogance of the 
financial sector; to finance green infrastructure 
projects; or to invest in health and education. 

For information on Trident, see www.cnduk.org
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CND conference report 
Report by Tessa Cornell and Steve Morton

CND conference this year, 10-11 September at 
Mary Ward House in London,  was themed around 
‘Making Nuclear Disarmament Happen: Ideas and 
Action in a Changing World’.  

Debates included prospects for nuclear 
disarmament, opposition to NATO, Trident 
replacement, the dangers of nuclear new build, and 
global warming.  Many speakers felt possibilities 
may exist for change following the election of 
Obama, but recognised the need to ensure that 
promises are kept and that we campaign as 
strongly as ever to seize the new opportunities.

Steve said: ‘I was impressed by the range of 
international speakers, from France, Germany, the 
US, India, Israel, Russia and Japan – though the 
conference’s carbon footprint may need to be 
looked at!’

One of the most interesting speakers was Sharon 
Dolev from Greenpeace in Israel.  She spoke of the 
difficulties in campaigning within Israel on issues 
connected to nuclear weapons when people are 
unwilling to acknowledge that they even exist as 
part of the countries military capability. 

There was hope for the future, with nations outside 
the West joining together to discuss nuclear 
weapons free zones (the whole of the Southern 
hemisphere recently achieved this) and voting 

against nuclear weapons in the UN; but there was 
concern that India and Pakistan had not been 
brought into nuclear treaties and that states in the 
Middle East may seek to develop nuclear weapons 
if they see that Israel continues to receive massive 
US support and retains a nuclear capability.

Delegates welcomed Obama’s ‘belief that 
disarmament is possible’, but in response to him 
saying ‘not in his lifetime’, asked ‘Why not?’ 

Conference also heard that the likely election of a 
Conservative government next year will not serve 
the interests of the peace movement in this country 
– the parliamentary CND group has members from 
all political parties represented at Westminster 
except the Conservatives and the Ulster Unionists.

For information about CND, go to www.cnduk.org

Child Aid Lanka (CAL) is an apolitical, multi-ethnic 
Association dedicated to helping underprivileged 
children in Sri Lanka. Since 1998, CAL, a registered 
charity, has been raising funds for providing 
books, computers, medical items, clothes, toys and 
equipment to assist young people into work; and 
has provided assistance in the wake of the tsunami 
and the long civil war. It works with established 
charities based in Sri Lanka.

Currently CAL is focusing on providing cheap and 
affordable electricity to parts of the Island by using 
alternative energy sources such as solar power, 

wind 
turbines 
and pico-hydro turbines.

Many of CAL’s leading members live in the Sutton 
area. Sutton for Peace and Justice partnered with 
CAL to enable us to have a stall at the recent 
Environmental Fair in Carshalton, and we hope that 
our association will continue.

To find out more about Child Aid Lanka, please 
contact: naomi.aruliah@btinternet.com. Or see the 
CAL website at: www.childaidlanka.org.uk.
 

Child Aid Lanka
By Naomi Aruliah
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The Pastoral Land 
Commission (Comissão 
Pastoral da Terra, CPT), 
is breaking the cycle of 
slavery by helping people 
across Brazil to secure 
land and become self-
sufficient. CPT pushes for 
justice by exposing those involved in slave labour 
and taking violent landowners to court.

Today, Aleque lives in an encampment run by 
the CPT. He’s hoping to become the legal owner 
of his small plot of land. “Thank God, I can work 
– nobody’s telling me what to do, what not to do. 
I think my destiny is to live on this land, to have 
freedom, to live in peace,” he says.

Information courtesy of CAFOD’s Annual Review 
2008–9.  CPT is supported by CAFOD, see 
www.cafod.org.uk

Bagram - Guantanamo’s twin
By Mike Cooper

Whilst Guantanamo Bay detention camp has been 
in the spotlight over recent years and President 
Obama has promised to shut it down, it has a twin 
which has received less attention.

The Bagram Theatre Internment Facility in 
Afghanistan is a US-run prison, built to house 
‘enemy combatants’. It is located in a large US 
military complex, 40km northeast of Kabul. Since 
2002, it has been a key centre of an international 
network of prisons involved in the US renditions 
programme. 

Those held at Bagram have never been charged 
with a crime, they have no access to lawyers or 
journalists, and many have alleged abuse. Many 
were captured in other countries and then 
rendered to Afghanistan. The number of prisoners 
at Bagram is a secret, but earlier this year it was 
over 600 -– three times as many as Guantanamo 
– and it is being doubled in size. 

The Pentagon describes Bagram as a ‘battlefield’ 
facility and those held as ‘prisoners of war’, so 
they are not entitled to challenge their detention, 
and denies allegations of mistreatment. The US 
government continues to deny detainees at 
Bagram the legal rights that it had to concede at 
Guantanamo following US Supreme Court rulings.

Human rights campaigners who fought hard to 
win freedom for at least some of those held at 
Guantanamo are now battling for justice for the 
inmates at Bagram. London based legal charity 
Reprieve challenged the British Government over 
two Pakistani men taken prisoner by British forces 
in Iraq and then rendered to Bagram. But the 
Government would not even give their names.

Pressure eventually brought condemnation 
of Guantanamo from the British Government. 
Pressure is now needed to get the same standards 
applied to Bagram.

When Aleque was offered a temporary job on a 
farm in Brazil, he jumped at the chance. Like many 
others, he was struggling to find employment in 
an area of the Amazon dominated by wealthy 
landowners. So he worked hard, under the burning 
sun, to impress his new boss.

When the work was done, Aleque waited for his 
wages. Instead, he got a bullet in the back. “My boss 
said: ‘when the job’s done, I just kill the workers’. 
He’d already shot two others but nobody told me.”

Violence against labourers is common in Pará state, 
Brazil. Thousands flock here desperate for work 
only to find themselves in debt to landowners for 
basic food, shelter and tools. Many are denied their 
basic rights, receive minimal wages – or none at all, 
and are ruled with an iron fist. Gunmen guard the 
exits of some farms to stop workers escaping. The 
result? Today, some 25,000 people in Brazil live in 
conditions comparable to slavery – over a century 
after it was abolished.

Land and freedom
By David Murray
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Remembrance Day had a different feel this year. 
With the death earlier in the year of the last living 
survivors of the first world war, and the constant 
news headlines about British soldiers being 
killed in Afghanistan, the media coverage around 
Remembrance Day and Armistice Day emphasised 
the marking of deaths in current conflicts, glossing 
over the original focus of Remembrance Day as 
a call for us to ‘never forget’ and for there ‘never 
again’ to be such senseless slaughter.

In November 2008, on the 90th anniversary of the 
end of the Great War, Bill Stone, Henry Allingham 
and Harry Patch, aged between 108 and 112, the 
last UK survivors of that conflict, laid wreaths at the 
cenotaph. They all died in 2009.

Harry Patch died on 25 July, the longest surviving 
soldier to have fought in the trenches of the first 
world war. He had refused to discuss the war until 
1998 when, realising he was one of a fast dwindling 
group of WWI veterans, he agreed to talk to the 
BBC. He did not talk of glory or heroes, only pity. He 
spoke of the horror of war, and remembered his 
fallen comrades. He quoted God’s commandment 
‘thou shat not kill’, and said ‘too many died; war 
isn’t worth one life’, and he complained that 
Remembrance Day was ‘just show business’. 

The first world war was supposed to be the ‘war 
to end all wars’. The focus of Remembrance Day 
should be to remember the horror and sacrifice of 
war and all the lives that were shattered by it; and 

a pledge to do all we 
can to prevent war and 
conflict.

But Remembrance Day 
has been devalued by 
a selective remembrance, excluding civilians and 
many veterans, its use in the political debate about 
‘supporting’ our troops Afghanistan, and by the lack 
of effort put into peacebuilding.

Ekklesia, a well-regarded think tank and member of 
the Network of Christian Peace Organisations, has 
called for Remembrance Day to be updated, and 
made more meaningful, truthful and inclusive.

Ekklesia proposes that Remembrance Day should 
incorporate all those affected by war, including 
those on both sides and civilians, conscientious 
objectors, and those executed for ‘cowardice’; that 
more truthful language should, be used, avoiding 
words like ‘glorious’ and acknowledging that some 
did die in vain; that religious language should not 
be misappropriated and used to condone violence; 
that Churches that have bishops and chaplains to 
the armed forces, should also provide them for the 
‘unarmed forces’, those who work as peacemakers 
and peacebuilders without weapons; and that it 
should incorporate a greater commitment to peace.

They also propose that Armistice Day itself, 
November 11, should become a bank holiday.

See www.ekklesia.co.uk

A new remembrance?
By Mike Cooper

Hope not hate
By Mike Cooper

The British National Party is trying to appear more 
moderate and respectable. They present themselves 
as a ‘new’ party, different from other politicians, 
criticising ‘the old gang’ and seeking to benefit from 
public disillusion with politics.  The BNP’s leaders 
have changed their language and play down their 
real policies, trying to gain influence so they can 
then promote their true agenda.

But scratch the surface and you find the same 
old racist organisation it always was. Its leading 

members believe that the Holocaust did not 
happen; its rules and policies promote the 
principles of racial superiority.  We must not ignore 
the BNP, or let them get away with tricking their 
way into power by hiding their true colours.

For information on the BNP’s agenda and its leaders 
and information about campaigns and action to 
tackle the BNP, see Hope Not Hate, Searchlight’s 
campaign to counter racism and fascism in 
elections and beyond:  www.hopenothate.org.uk
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Freedom of speech under threat
By Nicholas Johnson

There is a trend in ‘liberaI’ thinkers to preach 
tolerance – but only for those with whom they 
agree – and a tendency for some to defend the 
rights of liberty’s enemies. That is not tolerance but 
bigotry.  Tolerance is the patient forbearance with 
something which is disapproved of, so it requires 
disapproval, not agreement nor the absolutism of 
moral relativism. 

Although often starting well-meaning, attempts 
to increase rights and reduce discrimination are 
creating a legal sledgehammer; taking a step too 
far, away from protecting individuals, towards 
stifling discussion and debate about ideas and 
beliefs. 

In the UK: Aspects of the anti-terror laws and 
the Racial and Religious Hatred Bill threaten the 
freedoms of speech and religion that are core to 
our society. This legislation says it would be a crime 
to use, ‘threatening, abusive or insulting’ words or 
behaviour that could be ‘likely’ to ‘stir up’ religious 
hatred - even if there is no intention to do so.  

In 2009 the government attempted to remove free 
speech protection clauses in The Coroners and 
Justice Bill that addresses sexual orientation issues.  
This could create a climate of fear surrounding the 
mere discussion of sexual ethics. The clauses were 
only retained after a petition signed by 20,000 
people was presented to the Queen, the Prime 
Minister and The House of Lords.

In Europe: The EU Directive on Equal Treatment 
defines ‘harassment’ so as to allow an individual to 
accuse someone of discrimination for expressing 
something the individual allegedly perceives as 
offensive. The law is unnecessary as there is already 
a criminal offence of harassment and a civil remedy 
for it in the Protection from Harassment Act 1997. 

In the US, similar concerns exist over the hate 
crimes measure bill. This sets out with the well-
meaning intention of penalising crimes committed 
because of the victims actual or perceived race, 
colour, religion, national origin, gender.  But again 
it steps over into the dangerous territories of 
‘perceived intent’ and providing special protection 
to certain classes of people. 

In the United Nations: A proposed UN Resolution 
‘Combating Defamation of Religions’, aims to 
‘combat incitement to religious hatred in general 
and against Islam and Muslims in particular’ and to 
criminalise ‘defamation of Islam’ (no other religion 
is mentioned explicitly). Rather than protecting 
individuals, this attempt to shelter Islam as a faith 
and ideology from ‘question, debate or critical 
inquiry’, strikes at the heart of human rights.  

All this threatens freedom of speech, because 
markedly different opinions exist concerning 
religions, beliefs and sexual ethics. Freedom to 
speak out is being curtailed, as people are made 
afraid to raise genuine issues for fear of causing 
‘offence’. Both Christian and Muslim groups have 
protested that the proclamation of beliefs from the 
Bible or the Koran could be interpreted by others 
as ‘insulting’.

It is difficult to adequately distinguish between 
legitimate criticism of faiths and what would 
constitute a ‘stirring up’ of ‘religious hatred’, without 
diminishing free speech. And it is difficult to define 
the term ’defamation’, as one person’s sincere belief 
that his or her creed is the truth conflicts with 
another’s sincerely held view. 

The focus should not be on protecting religions, 
but on protecting the rights of the adherents of 
religions, including religious minorities, or people 
who may choose to change their religion, or not to 
practice religion at all.  

A more productive approach has been adopted 
in UK by the Christian Muslim Forum, which has 
issued guides that state:  ‘We will speak of our 
faith without demeaning or ridiculing the faiths of 
others’;  ‘We will speak clearly and honestly about 
our faith, even when that is uncomfortable or 
controversial’ and ‘Whilst we may feel hurt when 
someone we know and love chooses to leave 
our faith, we will respect their decision and will 
not force them to stay or harass them afterwards’.  
see: www.christianmuslimforum.org/downloads/
Ethical_Guidelines_for_Witness.pdf.

For a full paper, giving more sources and references, 
contact nick@nickros.org.
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Refugee & Migrant Network Sutton
By Tessa Cornell and Mike Cooper

Anne Towner of Refugee and Migrant Network 
Sutton explained the work of the Network to 
S4P&J’s July members’ meeting.

The Network was started in 1991 in response to 
the needs of those arriving in the Borough with 
nothing.  Initially it gathered goods and donated 
them to those in need.  

The largest numbers of people arriving are coming 
to join other family already settled in the UK. More 
recently there has been a policy of dispersal of 
refugees and asylum seekers, but people may 
drift back to Sutton to be near to family and 
friends.  New arrivals face a culture shock, language 
difficulties and a lack of a support network.  

People come to the Network for help with official 
documents and processes , interpreters, advice 
on how to access services, and may require 
counselling. The Network has advice workers and 
provides a drop-in centre.  It provides outreach 
classes to improve English and trips to London 
museums or the seaside.  And helps with food 
parcels and supermarket vouchers for those who 
have had financial support cut off if their appeals  
for asylum have been turned down.

The two advice workers hear 450–500 problems 
per year.  There are 8–10 cases a month on 
immigration, 5–6 on housing, others on utilities, 
education, health services etc.
 
The Network does not have a large budget – a four-
year grant has ended – although they do get grants 
from Help a London Child, the Coop, and donations 
from the Society of Friends and churches. 

RMNS needs interpreters and trustees for their 
Board. They also collect  funds for destitute people, 
plus toys at Christmas, and clothes occasionally.  
The Network wants to publicise itself and reach 
more people, and has posters to put up where they 
will be seen by those they need to target.

The Network wants to make links with local groups 
who may want to take part in joint activities, share 
information or just find out more about them.

RMNS operates a Drop-in Centre every Wednesday 
10.00am–1.00pm at Trinity Church Hall, Hill Road, 
Sutton.

If you can help in any way, please contact RMNS on 
020 8770 6983 or 07516 175662.

Sri Lanka is a country without witnesses because 
the media is not free.  During the war, the Sri 
Lankan Government was the only quoted source. 
The Government, though, still maintains that it did 
not kill one civilian.

The fear is that the real civilian death toll is much 
greater than the ‘20,000’ accepted by the UN and 
independent media.  We have to ask ourselves why 
it is that we are trying to establish such basic facts 
– would not a government which claims legitimacy 
over this population leave no stone unturned to 
establish the truth?

The reality is that this lack of witnesses is a result 
of a deliberate strategy, which has four prongs: 
restriction of access; intimidation; use of draconian 
laws; and lastly murder.

I will not detail each of these strands; but Sri Lanka 
stands shoulder to shoulder with the pariah states 
in this respect.  The New York based Committee 
to Protect Journalists records all journalists killed.  
Since 2004, when the current government came to 
power, 15 journalists have been killed in Sri Lanka, 
the 4th highest in the world; more than Russia, 
Afghanistan, Iran, or Zimbabwe.

In a self-penned eulogy that anticipated his own 
assassination last January, Sri Lankan journalist 
Lasantha Wickramatunga wrote: ‘Murder has 
become the primary tool whereby the state seeks 
to control the organs of liberty. No other profession 
calls on its practitioners to lay down their lives for 
their art save the armed forces and, in Sri Lanka, 
journalism.’

Sri Lanka – a country without witnesses
By Vireswer Selvavinayagam of the Sutton Tamil community
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Climate debt
By David Murray

Rich countries, including the UK, have used 
more than our fair share of fossil fuels, which 
cause climate change. As world leaders come 
to Copenhagen in December to discuss how 
to pay to tackle the climate crisis, it’s time to 
pay back our ‘climate debt’.

“Any solution (to climate change) that does 
not ensure an equitable distribution of 
the earth’s limited capacity to absorb greenhouse 
gases, as well as the costs of mitigating and adapting 
to climate change, is destined to fail.”  Bolivian 
Government submission to the UN climate talks

The climate debt crisis – new report
A new report, The Climate Debt Crisis: Why paying 
our dues is essential for tackling climate change, 
by Jubilee Debt Campaign and the World 
Development Movement (WDM) says that the 
‘climate aid’ being offered by rich countries 
ahead of the Copenhagen climate talks is ‘grossly 
inadequate’, and likely to increase third world debt. 

Jubilee Debt Campaign and WDM calculate that the 
UK owes a ‘climate debt’ to developing countries 
of over £17 billion each year for its contribution to 
climate change – much more than pledged so far.  
They warn that climate debt will be a ‘Copenhagen 
deal-breaker’ for developing countries, and the 
hope of a fair deal hangs in the balance.

The report heavily criticises the UK’s current 
policy of channelling its ‘climate aid’ through the 
World Bank and calls for funds through the UN. It 
condemns the World Bank for distributing climate 
finance as loans, not aid, and for allowing finance 
to be used for new coal power stations, not low 
carbon energy investment. 

It argues that the rich world 
has caused climate change 
and must compensate poor 
countries which will be hit 
hardest. And that the finance 
is needed to help developing 
countries cope with the effects 
of climate change and to invest 
in low carbon development. 

The World Bank also has a 
history of forcing developing countries to adopt 
economic policies that have increased poverty and 
carbon emissions, such as fossil fuel extraction, 
deforestation and intensive food production for 
export – and they say it does not look like this 
policy is set to change.

Carbon trading not the solution
Campaigners are warning against using the carbon 
market to raise climate finance for developing 
countries, and instead are calling for the rich 
world’s climate debt to be paid through innovative 
measures, including taxes on international 
transport and large financial transactions, plus 
stronger measures to prevent tax evasion. 

WDM’s Tim Jones said:  ‘Carbon trading is heavily 
touted by rich countries as a silver bullet that 
cuts emissions and delivers climate finance to the 
developing world. But it’s not a solution; it’s a stitch-
up. The carbon market allows the rich to continue 
to pollute, and place the burden on poor countries 
to clean up our mess.’

For further information
See: www.jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk  for details 
of the Climate Debt campaign and a speaker tour.

We would like to hear from you
If you would like to be sent Sutton Peace and 
Justice News (free by email), send us an email.

We welcome contributions from readers. Please 
send by email views, comments, articles and letters 
(preferably 200–400 words), illustrations and 

photos (which do not have restrictive copyright) 
marked ‘newsletter’, with your name and contact.

Membership of Sutton for Peace and Justice is 
open to all who live, work or are educated in the 
Borough of Sutton.  Contact as below.

Contact: mikecooper@mccweb.demon.co.uk


