
Sutton for Peace & Justice in Sutton High Street
S4P&J will be having a stall in Sutton High Street on 25 April, by 
the lower (Nat West) entrance to the St. Nicholas Centre.  We will 
be promoting the group and raising awareness of peace and 
justice issues. Please come and join us. 

May members’ meeting
Our next members’ meeting will be on Wednesday 6 May, 
strarting at 7.30 at Friends House, Cedar Road, Sutton. The main 
discussion topic will be the arms trade and global instability. 

Public Meeting
Sutton for Peace and Justice is planning a public meeting in 
June on the threat to personal liberty posed by the spread of 
surveillance and centralised databases. Details to follow.

On January 10 2009 up to 100,000 people gathered in Hyde Park 
to protest against Israel’s continuing attacks on the people of 
Gaza.  This was the largest ever rally and demonstration in the 
UK for Palestine and those involved were drawn from all walks of 
life, from those who had campaigned on the issues for decades 
to families with young children.  The march passed from the 
park through the streets to Kensington and the Israeli embassy 
gates - itself the site of demonstrations every evening since the 
bombardment had begun – through to a final rally broadcast 
on a big screen at Kensington Gardens where speakers such as 
George Galloway and Bianca Jagger spoke to the crowds.
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think peace, live peace and so bring peace into the world

If you would like to be sent 
Sutton Peace and Justice News 
(free by email), send an email to 
sutton4peace @yahoo.co.uk.

We welcome contributions from 
readers. Please send your views, 
comments, articles and letters 
(preferably 200-400 words), 
illustrations and photos (which 
do not have restrictive copyright) 
marked ‘newsletter’, with your name 
and email or phone contact, to 
mikecooper@mccweb.demon.co.uk. 

Opinions expressed are those of the 
authors and not necessarily of Sutton 
for Peace and Justice or its members.

Membership of Sutton for Peace and 
Justice is open to all who live, work 
or are educated in the Borough of 
Sutton. Please email: 
sutton4peace @yahoo.co.uk.

March for Palestine 
Words and photo by TessaCornell 
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was a broad discussion on the applicability and 
interpretation of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, and its limitations.

The meeting also discussed the situation in Gaza.  
It was suggested that members should press the 
Government to end arms sales to Israel, and lobby 
the media to try to get fairer coverage of the plight 
of Palestinians. Concerns were expressed about the 
policing of the recent demo, which a member had 
been caught up in.

Monthly meeting February
Main discussion – Food poverty and its impact 
on human rights, justice and peace. Nicholas 
had circulated some information and David led 
a discussion, which included the impact of trade 
liberalisation, climate change and water shortages; 
the perception that the G8 and WTO were biased 
against poorer nations; and concerns that pressure 
to allow free trade in agriculture and use land for 
bio-fuels and cash crops and livestock for western 
consumption, and promotion of chemical fertilisers 
and GM crops was not in their interests.

Monthly meeting March
Main discussion – Genocide.  Steve kicked off the 
discussion with a historical perspective of genocide 
in the UK and Ireland; followed by Saleh who 
outlined a pattern of genocide in the colonial area 
from 1492. The group concluded that vigilance is 
needed to prevent the development of a culture 
where one group feels itself sufficiently superior 
to another for genocide to become possible; and 
that it would be interesting to explore further the 
circumstances that jusitified intervention. 

The meeting also discussed the return to the UK of 
Binyam Mohammed, the detention of Kadhum Al-
Sarraj in Iraq (see page 6), and the concentration of 
control of the press.

Monthly meeting April
Main discussion – the erosion of privacy, the 
surveillance society and database Britain. See page 
3 for further information. 

Members agreed that this topic should be a focus 
for local campaigning and for a public meeting 
planned for June.

AGM, 5 December 2008
Sutton for Peace and Justice held its AGM on 3 
January 2008.  The evening combined the formal 
AGM with a social gathering, with members 
bringing food and drink to share.

Eight members were present. The meeting 
received a report from the Committee on the year’s 
activities.  It was noted that the group had not put 
on as many events as we had wished to at the 2007 
AGM but that the monthly meetings had been very 
good, often well attended and on a wide variety 
of topics; and a successful public meeting on Iraq 
was staged. Members continued to be active in a 
wide range of campaigns and activities. The group 
had 19 paid up members, and was in contact with 
a great many more through its mailing list. The 
meeting disucssed suggestions for discussion 
topics and activities for 2009.

Mike Cooper was re-elected as Chair. He is joined 
on the Steering Committee by: David Murray, Mike 
McLoughlin, Steve Morton, Tessa Cornell, Nancy 
Bonney and Ali Bidgoli.

Monthly members’ meetings
Monthly meetings are held on the first Wednesday 
of each month (except August) at 7.30 pm at 
Friends Meeting House, Cedar Road, Sutton, open 
to all members of Sutton for Peace and Justice. 

The major part of each meeting is normally 
a discussion of a pre-selected major topic, as 
described below. This is followed by a general 
discussion of current issues of interest and 
activities and events that members have been 
involved in.  Future meetings and activities are 
considered and arrangements made, along with 
reports on other organisational matters. 

Monthly meeting January 2008
The meeting paused for thought to remember  
Richard Crump, who had died on boxing day.  See 
page 8.

Main discussion – 2009, Year of Human Rights 
follwing an introduction by Nicholas and Ali, there 

S4P&J meetings reports
Reports from Sutton for Peace and Justice 
monthly members’ meetings and activities. 
By Tessa Cornell and Mike Cooper
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Database State - 
report from Joseph Rowntree Reform Trust

NO2ID
NO2ID is a single-issue campaigning organisation, 
focussed on the threat to liberty and privacy 
posed by the rapid growth of the database state, of 
which “ID cards” are the most visible part. NO2ID is 
entirely independent, does not endorse any party, 
nor campaign on any other topic.

In March 2009 the Joseph Rowntree Reform Trust 
published a damning report on the threat to our 
liberties posed by the database state.  The report, 
‘Database State’, is available for download from 
www.jrrt.org.uk

It was produced by the Foundation for Information 
Policy Research, and shows the results of research 
into 46 government schemes and databases. 
The report identifies major threats to the privacy, 
personal security and freedom of everyone in the 
UK.

Its conclusions include:

l A quarter of the databases are almost certainly 
illegal under human rights or data protection 
law; and should be scrapped or substantially 
redesigned. 

l More than half have significant problems with 
privacy or effectiveness and could fall foul of a 
legal challenge.

l Fewer than 15% are effective, proportionate 
and necessary, with a proper legal basis for any 
privacy intrusions. And even of these, some have 
operational problems that raise concerns.

l Britain is out of line with other developed 
countries, where records on sensitive matters 
like health and social care are held locally.

l The benefits claimed for data sharing are often 
illusory, and it can harm the vulnerable, eg by 
leading to discrimination and stigmatisation.

l The UK public sector spends over £16 billion a 
year on IT.  Yet only about 30% of government IT 
projects succeed.

NO2ID aims to publicise the case against state 
identity management among the general public, in 
the media, and at every level in government.

For information, see www.no2id.net. There is 
information on the group and on government 
databases and the plans of ‘joined-up government’.

Personal liberty threatened by 
state data management
By Mike Cooper

At our April meeting, S4P&J members discussed 
the threat to personal liberty posed by intrusive 
data collection and surveillance and the the over-
centralisation of government databases. 

Whilst data collection and management is a 
necessary part of running organisations and 
providing services, it should be appropriate and 
proportionate and carried out in accordance with 
the data protection act and the need to protect 
personal privacy and ensure accuracy.

Concerns were expressed about the large numbers 
of people who have access to personal data; 
data loss and theft; and the problems that could 

be caused by innacurate data. The unrestricted 
collection of, trawling for and sharing of data was 
unnecessary and potentially dangerous.

You do not have to be a criminal to have 
information about you, eg known by your GP, that 
you would not want others to know!

People should know what data is held about them 
and why, and be able to check its accuracy. Personal 
data should only be collected for a specific valid 
purpose; only used for the purpose for which it was 
collected; and not passed to another organisation. 
Data collected for service monitoring and reporting 
should generally be anonymous.
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By Michael McLoughlin

Vulture funds profit by buying up at a discount ‘bad 
debt’ owed to banks or other financial institutions 
by poor countries and then pursuing the full 
amount owed through the courts (UK courts are 
expected to handle around a fifth of such cases). 
Due to their need for secrecy they are based in tax 
havens. They generally store up these debts until 
the countries concerned have their international 
debts cancelled through the HIPC initiative, and so 
can be assumed to have some resources. HIPC is 
intended to allow these resources to be put to the 
benefit of the people of those countries, eg funding 
education and health services. 

A meeting in Parliament on 29 January, organised 
by Jubilee Debt Campaign and the All Party Group 
on Debt, Aid and Trade, discussed the reforms 
needed, both nationally and globally, to combat 
vulture funds and tax havens and clean up global 
finance. David Murray and I invited our MP Tom 
Brake and he attended the first half of the meeting 
before having to go to an appointment.

John Richards, a lawyer well versed in vulture funds 
litigation, and Tammi Gaw from TransAfrica Forum, 
both from Washington DC, who told the packed 
meeting that outlawing the activities of vulture 
funds is both necessary and achievable. 

Richard Murphy of Tax Justice Network in the UK 
explored the link between vulture funds and the 
tax havens that provide the lack of transparency 
and secrecy they need. He said that whilst world 
attention is focused on the flaws in the current 
financial system, the UK government can and 
should act to close down tax havens under its 
jurisdiction.

Jubilee Debt Campaign’s Sarah Edwards discussed 
the broader context of vulture fund activity and its 
impact on debt relief. 

Since Jubilee Debt Campaign exposed the problem 
of vulture funds and 124 MPs signed an Early Day 
Motion to raise the issue of vulture funds early in 
2007, the UK government has been slow to act and 
little has been done.

UK must follow US lead on 
vulture funds 

The meeting discussed a proposed bill in the US 
that would cap the amount of profit attainable by 
vulture funds and to make the litigation process far 
clearer and more regulated. Whilst not perfect, it is 
definitely a step in the right direction.

The UK needs to make a stand by following the US 
initiative. We need to ensure that:

o vulture funds operating from tax havens cannot 
bring cases against people or countries in UK 
courts, (an alternative is that cases in UK courts 
should require full financial disclosure, and since 
secrecy is essential to vulture funds this would 
make the process unlikely to go ahead.)

o companies that sell their bad debt to vulture 
funds do not get tax relief (at present, if a bank 
sells a debt of £50 million to a vulture fund for 
£10 million it gets tax relief on £40 million i.e. we 
pay for it.)

o bad debt cannot be sold for more than was paid 
for it (making the transaction worthless to the 
vulture fund).

Since the meeting Tom Brake has told us he is 
cooperating with the Jubilee Debt Campaign on a 
bill which Sally Keeble MP (Labour, Northampton 
North) is likely to present in May. He has also 
received a letter from Ian Pearson, Economics 
Secretary to the Treasury, who details several ways 
the Government is active in preventing the vulture 
fund abuse. However he waffles when it comes to 
the Government doing anything about the three 
points above. 

If you would like a copy of the Ian Pearson letter 
email michaelmcloughlin@hotmail.com.
Tell Tom Brake you support him in this initiative: 
BRAKET@parliament.uk.

For further information and how to take action go 
to www.jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk.
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Forecasting the credit crunch
By David Murray

Few can claim to have truly forecast the present 
economic mess, but the New Economics 
Foundation can. 

Their 2003 book: “real world economic outlook: 
the legacy of globalization - debt and deflation”, 
edited by Ann Pettifor, examined the consequences 
of global deregulation and the empowerment of 
financial markets and analysed the outlook for the 
global economy.

It showed that the removal of controls over 
the finance sector paved the way for its rise to 
dominance, and increased instability; and that 
independent central bankers, supported by 
governments, had acted recklessly.

In consequence there had been asset price 
inflation and real falls in wages and the prices 
of commodities; a marked increase in global 
inequalities of income and wealth; a net transfer 

of resources from poor people and poor countries 
to rich people and rich countries; and an explosion 
in the level of indebtedness amongst households, 
corporations, and governments.

The book concluded that inequalities in wealth 
(assets minus debt) had increased much more 
than inequalities in incomes; and finance-led 
globalisation had led to lower investment rates, 
higher unemployment, and economic stagnation.

As a result, they said, the real world economic 
outlook was that there will be a further collapse 
in the credit system in the rich world, led by the 
United States, leading to soaring personal and 
corporate bankruptcies.

The New Economics Foundation, nef, is an 
independent ‘think and do’ tank, that ‘believes in 
economics as if people and the planet mattered.’  
See www.neweconomics.org.

Free Rafil Dhafir
By Claire Shearer

I have written before about the plight of Professor 
Rafil Dhafir, a leading world oncologist specialising 
in childhood leukaemia.  

Dr. Dhafir left Iraq many years ago. After practising 
in England and Europe, he became head of a 
successful children’s unit in New York, gaining US 
citizenship under the Distinguished Alien scheme.  

When the invasion of Iraq resulted in widespread 
lack of medical supplies, food and drinkable water 
in Baghdad’s hospitals, he helped organise a joint 
Red Cross/Red Crescent mission to deliver these 
and himself accompanied it.  

Because he was heard speaking Arabic he was 
arrested by the Baghdad militia who, on seeing his 
passport, handed him over to the US forces.  He 
was then sent back to the US, accused of aiding the 
enemy, and since that couldn’t stick, of sequestering 
funds raised for humanitarian purposes. 

He has now been in prison over 5 years - without 
having been formally charged, let alone convicted, 

often in solitary confinement.  He was moved from 
New York to Terre Haute in Indiana.  His shoulder 
had been injured when he was pushed by a guard 
so roughly that he fell last year, but has had no 
treatment, despite repeated requests for a scan.

After a short period in which he was allowed to 
use e-mail and see visitors, he has now had these 
‘privileges’ stopped.  This is particularly distressing 
for his wife and brother, who were to have made 
the 600-mile round trip to visit him from New York 
where they live and work.  

I am continuing to write so that when and if 
he is able to receive communication again, he 
will be cheered by the knowledge that he has 
many friends determined to obtain his release. 
The campaign to free Dr Dhafir is being led by 
Katherine Hughes in New York. 

Please support Rafil Dhafir and Katherine’s 
campaign – visit website the for ways you can help:
www.dhafirtrial.net.
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Kadhum Al-Sarraj was born in 1979 in Baghdad. He 
is an Iraqi national who up until Oct 2006 had lived 
his whole life in Baghdad. He only left Iraq after his 
marriage to Shereen, a British National who lives in 
the Borough of Sutton

Kadhum graduated with distinction from Baghdad 
University.  His masters research paper, on  
producing a device to measure cardio output, was 
later published.

On the 15 August 2008 Kadhum travelled from Iraq 
to London after he was granted a residence visa. 
The following week Kadhum and his wife Shereen 
held their wedding reception. On 14 September 
he left London to return to Erbil for business and 
was scheduled to return to the UK on 14th October 
2008 after concluding his business arrangements 
and handing over to colleagues.

On 15 September he was detained at Erbil airport 
and his passport was taken. A couple of days later 
he was transferred to the US detention in Baghdad, 
Camp Cropper.  On17 September his wife learnt 
from his company of his detention, and at that 
stage Kadhum thought it was all a mistake and 
would be cleared up quickly. But nobody had 
explained to him why he was being detained and 
the family was getting conflicting stories from 
various sources. They were not told officially why 
he had been detained and attempts to contact US 
forces were ignored.

On the 30 October, 46 days after he was detained, 
Kadhum’s brother, mother and sister were allowed 
to visit him for the first time. Kadhum himself 
informed them he was suspected of being 
involved in terrorism. This suspicion was based on 
the cardiac monitor he had produced during his 
research.

This cardiac output meter had been stolen from his 
family home in Baghdad in 2007 - when Khadum 
had been living in Erbil for a year. The US forces 
found the device and found Kadhum’s fingerprints 
on it and they decided it was a bomb. 

Although he had been informed of the charges 
against him, Kadhum had also been told that there 
was no real case against him,  no evidence and that 
he would be released.

Then on their 
second visit to 
Khadum on 23 
November his 
wife, mother 
and brother 
learnt that 
his case had been referred to the Iraqi courts for 
bomb making charges. Kadhum was now being 
interrogated, often unrelated to the charges,  and 
under an immense amount of stress.

His family had no contact and did not see him 
again until 21 February. They then learnt he had 
appeared in court on 16 February, without a 
lawyer, or the knowledge of his family; none of the 
papers that Kadhum submitted in his defense were 
submitted to the court.

The US forces told the court that the monitor was 
found in a house (not Kadhum’s) with battery wires, 
missiles and other weapons. They found 11 prints 
on the device, 10 of which are unidentified and 1 
was Kadhum’s. The judge passed no ruling but has 
asked for his papers to be submitted to the court. 
It is now over six months since Kadhum was 
detained. He is still being held at Camp Cropper.
Kadhum is not coping well with his detention. 
His family’s next visit is on the 19 April, but they 
cannot contact him and won’t know anything of his 
situation until then unless he gets out.

Sutton Amnesty group are focusing on Khadum’s 
situation, and will be highlighting his plight on 
their stall in Sutton High Street on 11 April.

You can show your support for Khadum: write to 
David Milliband, Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, and the Iraqi Ambassador, 
asking that Khadum:
l be given his basic human rights to legal 

representation and to have adequate contact 
with his family;

l be given a fair trial;
l and ultimately be released. 

Write your own letters or use the templates in the 
“Take Action” section of the website: 
www.freekhadum.com.

Kadhum Al-Sarraj
By Tessa Cornell



sutton peace and Justice news  issue 15  -  page �

The women of Iran need our support
By Tina Coombs

This excessive action against a women’s rights 
activist, whose actions and activities are legal and 
in accordance with the constitution and in line with 
their civil rights, is a threat to peaceful activism by 
women’s rights defenders?

We can show our support for the women of Iran 
by supporting the petition for the release of Alieh 
Eghdam-Doost and forwarding it to our friends.

Go to http://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?
key=pxqlPK1IAJkW17Ct2UcSkGQ

For further information, see http://free-aliyeh.com

Women’s rights activists in Iran are suffering a 
wave of state oppression. A key low-point has been 
reached with the arrest of Alieh Eghdam-Doost 
on 29 January 2009 for the implementation of an 
unjust three-year prison sentence.

Alieh was one of the participants at a peaceful 
gathering in Tehran on 12 June 2006. The gathering 
was called in support of the women’s demands 
for equality.  Charged with threatening national 
security, many who attended this gathering have 
been sentenced to custodial terms, cash fines and 
even floggings. Alieh is the first to have her prison 
sentence implemented.

By Nicholas Johnson

The No-Nonsense Guide to World Food by Wayne 
Roberts is a timely guide to the instability of 
industrialised food systems. He traces the history 
of food production and consumption, and shows 
that in a system dominated by supermarkets and 
agri-business real food choices are becoming 
harder to make. Spiralling world food prices have 
created spreading social unrest. The book also 
shows how people and communities can take 
control from governments and corporations to 

organise themselves creatively 
to achieve ‘food sovereignty’ – a 
balanced, just and sustainable 
food system.

No-Nonsense Guide to World 
Food, from New Internationalist, 
paperback, 192 pages, £6.99.

Go to: http://shop.newint.org/uk/index.php?main_
page=product_info&products_id=875

No-Nonsense Guide to World Food

Community action to counter BNP
By Claire Shearer

The elections to the European Parliament will take 
place on 4 June 2009, and the British National 
Party (BNP) are working hard to make an electoral 
breakthrough.

The whole of Greater London is a single 
constituency that will elect 8 MEPs, using a 
proportional system, with electors voting for 
parties, not candidates.  If the turn-out is small, 
as it usually is for European elections, the BNP 
proportion of the vote may become inflated, and 
they could win a seat.

People from a wide range of community groups, 
faith groups, trade unions and residents  are 

coming together across Merton and Sutton to work 
to prevent the BNP gaining a Euro seat in London.

The best way to prevent the BNP gaining a seat is 
to make sure you vote, and to encourage all your 
friends and colleagues to vote, for any party other 
than the BNP on 4 June.

(If anyone’s name is not on the electoral register, it 
needs to be added by 19 May to vote on 4 June.)

A new campaign, the South London Anti Fascist 
Action Group was launched on 23 March to 
coordinate action to counter the BNP.  Contact 
Nadine Houghton at nadine@bwtuc.org.uk.
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first Gulf War. On his forced 
return to the UK he was 
a mainstay of the weekly 
vigil against sanctions. He 
then carried on a weekly 
vigil in Parliament Square 
in support of Brian Haw’s 
peace camp until 2008.

Richard taking a break during the 2006 march 
calling for an end to the war in Lebanon

Richard Crump was an inspiration to many of us in 
Sutton for Peace and Justice and we will remember 
him fondly; he spoke passionately at our meetings, 
marched with us, and brightened many of our 
events with his home-made placards.

After living in Carshalton for 50 years, Richard had 
recently moved to Hastings, where he died on 
boxing day at the age of 85.

Richard served as a merchant seaman during 
WWII. Later jobs included chauffeur, locomotive 
stoker and psychiatric nurse. But he found his true 
vocation as a peace activist.

He spent time living in peace camps demonstrating 
against nuclear weapons in 1988 and 1990, and 
was among a group of activists who travelled to 
Baghdad in 1990 to form a peace camp during the 

Richard Crump, 1923 – 26th December 2008
By Mike Cooper, Chair of S4P&J

In 2003 he was arrested for blockading the UK’s 
joint military HQ in opposition to the looming 
invasion of Iraq. He maintained a voluminous 
correspondence, including to peace prisoners 
around the world and wrote poems. 

Richard never stopped campaigning. Days before 
falling ill he was out leafletting against depleted 
uranium weapons – the cause that had become his 
focus.

One of Richard’s 
famous placards

Call to end violence in Sri Lanka
By Mike Cooper

There are around 4,000 Tamils living in  the 
Borough of Sutton; and many have friends and 
relatives among the thousands killed and the 
quarter of a million civilians trapped in the war torn 
area of north Sri Lanka.

The violence in the long-running civil war in Sri 
Lanka has recently escalated. The Tamil Tigers 
have been fighting for a homeland for the Tamil 
ethnic minority in the north and east of the island 
since the late 1970s.  Current Sri Lankan President 
Mahindra Rajapaksa promised to defeat the Tigers, 
and the Sri Lankan military is waging a vicious 
offensive to end the conflict in their favour. The 
government has made military gains, retaking 
territory that was under Tiger control, but hundreds 
of thousands of civilians have been caught up in 
the fighting and many have been killed. There are 
reports of the use of cluster bomb and attacks on 

hospitals and a convent; relief agencies decribe a 
humanitarian disaster.

Human rights groups have also voiced concerns 
over the climate of violence against the media and 
the government’s labelling of anyone who speaks 
against them as an ‘enemy of the state’.

A meeting in Sutton in March heard Dr Nackeeran 
of the British Tamil Forum describe the latest 
situation in  Sri Lanka.  The Borough’s two MPs 
spoke at the meeting and listened to stories from 
friends and relatives of those caught up in the 
fighting.  Paul Burstow and Tom Brake called for an 
immediate ceasefire, with independent monitoring 
and unfettered access for relief and human rights 
organisations and the press. They called on the 
British Government to take the matter to the UN 
Security Council.


