
For more information,  contact 
sutton4peace@yahoo.co.uk or see our website at 
http//:suttonforpeaceandjustice.wordpress.com

This is the annual report of Sutton for Peace 
and Justice for 2012, which briefly summarises 
our activity for the year. 

think peace, live peace and so bring peace into the world

Sutton for Peace & Justice 
Annual Report 2012

Public events and activities
Film ‘When China Met Africa’ – 24 February; a 
documentary exploring the impact on Africa of 
the expanding footprint of China’s rising global 
power.

‘Everyday Life in the Occupied Territories’, an 
exhibition of photographs taken by Palestinian 
children – February to May;  see box below.

Tamil New Year celebration – 21 April; in 
partnership with Child Aid Lanka, at Greenshaw 
High School.

Environmental Fair – 27 August; stall in 
partnership with Child Aid Lanka; see box 
overleaf.

An evening in conversation with Philippe 
Sands QC – 30 November; open meeting where 
the audience engaged in a debate about human 
rights and international law. 

We had hoped to stage a public meeting  on Iran 
in the summer, but were unable to arrange the 
meeting as we had intended.

Sutton for Peace and Justice (S4P&J) is an 
independent and diverse local voluntary group that 
promotes and campaigns on local, national and 
global issues of peace and justice. 

Our activities are carried out by volunteers 
and funded by subscriptions and donations. In 
addition, we have made donations to a number of 
organisations and causes connected with issues we 
have taken up.

We hold monthly members’ meetings on the first 
Wednesday of each month (except August) at 7.30 
pm at Friends Meeting House, Cedar Road, Sutton.

Membership is open to all who live, work or are 
educated in the Borough of Sutton and share our 
aims. Subscription costs £10 per calendar year, £5 
unwaged. 

We also keep in touch with an extensive network 
of groups and individuals by email, sending out 
information about our activities and circulating 
information from them. 

To find out more, to join, or to be included on our 
email lists, email sutton4peace@yahoo.co.uk or 
write to Sutton for Peace and Justice, 
c/o 25 Orchard Road, Sutton SM1 2QA.

http://suttonforpeaceandjustice.wordpress.com.

2012 Steering Committee
At the AGM on 7 December 2011, Mike Cooper 
was elected as chair for 2012, and Naomi Aruliah, 
Ali Bidgoli, Nancy Bonney, Tessa Cornell, David 
Murray, Mike McLoughlin and Doris Richards were 
appointed to the steering committee.

S4P&J organised a local tour of the photographic 
exhibition ‘Everyday Life in the Occupied 
Territories’, showcasing photographs taken by 
Palestinian children of life in their village of 
Yanoun.  The exhibition was collated by Doris 
Richards as part of her work as a volunteer in 
Palestine on the Ecumenical Accompaniement 
Programme. The exhibition was launched at 
Greenshaw High School on Monday 27 February 
and went on to be hosted by a number of 
primary and secondary schools and churches 
across the Borough during March, April and May.



January meeting.  In addition, we welcomed 
guests Yunxiang Liang and Guihua Li who spoke 
about human rights in China.

November: Screening of the film Free China 
followed by discussion of the human rights 
situation in China, with Neil Woodrow, Yunxiang 
Liang and Guihua Li.

December: Annual General Meeting; review of 
activities of the group during 2012,  appointment 
of the Steering Committee and discussion 
of possible activities for the coming year; an 
informal meeting and opportunity to meet 
guests and potential new members. 

Monthly members’ meetings
The major part of each monthly members’ 
meeting is normally a discussion of a pre-selected 
topic, sometimes with an external speaker, but 
normally led by members. This is followed by 
a discussion of current issues, activities that 
members have been involved in, planning for 
future meetings and activities, and reports on 
organisational matters. 

Main discussion topics at monthly 
meetings in 2012:

January:  Inequality – Why is it still with us? 
Discussion led by Mike McLoughlin with 
reference to the book ‘Injustice.  Why social 
inequality still exists’ by Daniel Dorling.     

February:  A screening of the film ‘Stolen Children, 
Stolen Lives’, about the arrest and mistreatment 
of children in the occupied West Bank, followed 
by a discussion led by Doris Richards, who visited 
Palestine as an Ecumenical Accompanier and had 
trained with the woman who made the film.

March: Iran; discussion of the recent history 
of and current situation in Iran, informed by 
personal observations from Ali Bidgoli. 

April: Syria and current events in the Middle 
East and the Arab Spring, and the attitudes and 
involvement of the west.

May:  No specific topic; wide ranging general 
discussion included a financial transaction tax, 
the Leveson Inquiry, the impact of US foreign 
policy around the world and discrimination 
against muslims.

June: The campaign against the arms trade; 
discussion led by Paul Tippell of Twickenham, 
Richmond and Kingston Network against the 
Arms Trade, including consideration of how we 
could develop a local network against the arms 
trade.

July: How business and science can impact on 
the environment; discussion led by Maurice 
Bonney, retired professor Nottingham University.

September: Arab Spring update; a general 
discussion of developments in the Arab  world 
and Middle East.

October: General disucssion of topical issues. It 
had been planned to have a discussion on ‘food’ 
led by Mike McLoughlin, but Mike was unable 
to be present so this topic was deferred to the 

Other activities
Sutton for Peace and Justice members and 
supporters are also involved with many other 
community groups and campaigning activities. 
Whilst this means that they are often busy and 
sometimes unable to attend our events, the 
links with other groups and issues strengthens 
our group and promotes broader community 
engagement.

At the Environmental Fair in Carshalton Park on 
Bank Holiday Monday 27 August, S4P&J had a 
stall with Child Aid Lanka.  S4P&J had a ‘reading 
room’ and mini exhibition of photographs from  
‘Everyday Life in the Occupied Territories’;  Child 
Aid Lanka sold tea and cakes and raised funds 
for their charitable work.

Finances
Having started the year with a balance of £316.74, 
during 2012 we received £165 in membership 
fees and £293.42 in donations; meeting and 
event costs were £465.30 and we donated £65 to 
charity. We end the year with a balance of £249.86


